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FAUST’S REDEMPTION THE 
LIGHT GOETHE’S OWN MYTH THE CREATION 


Even the most recent discussions Faust’s redemption either 
consider Goethe’s treatment his hero all-too-lenient (if not 
arbitrary), they invoke explanation divine grace 
active though incomprehensible. can nevertheless demon- 
strated that Faust fits into Goethe’s concept cosmos where 
has claim divine grace spite his moral imperfections. 
Faust whole takes place not merely the world appear- 
ances, but also cosmos centered God. During his physical 
life the hero does limit his activities the world human 
experience; but his course was laid out heaven and, unknow- 
ingly, Faust offers Mephistopheles the same challenge the Lord 
had extended the Prologue (323 ff.; 1692 ff.), while Mephistoph- 
eles maintains his original position. Faust, other words, takes 
battle which was joined the cosmos. Moreover, the Lord 
not merely permits (as does Job) but gladly permits 
(342 ff.) Mephistopheles’ function Faust’s life; that is, 
not merely condones, but seems consider desirable, whatever 
this may be. 


the first place, this function means restricted 
that tempter moral evil. Mephistopheles does lead Faust 
through the vile chaos the but dragged 
along, reluctant, disgruntled protesting, sarcastie 
hending through the greater part Faust’s second life. Secondly, 
vast areas Faust are morally neutral: the entire Classical 
Walpurgisnight and the Helena act far beyond the sphere where 
terms like ‘‘sin’’ are even applicable, and actually Mephistoph- 
eles who expresses somewhat prudish moral criticism this 


ancient world. 
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the basis these facts, and view the cosmic setting. 
are justified assuming the Final Mystery Scene imply 
that, through Faust’s life, the Lord’s purpose was accomplished 
and that, therefore, this purpose had significance transcending 
the moral sphere: cosmic purpose (299; 308 ff.). 


The cosmos Faust the Lord, the archangels, 
the physical world appearances, the spiritual world human 
experience, considerable portion pre-Christian mythology, 
demons, nature spirits and, finally, sphere inhabited angels 
and the ‘‘immortal part’’ saints and sinners representing 
various degrees perfection and completeness. place 
purification, but not Purgatory. fact, the ‘‘seligen Knaben’’ 
seem especially designed drive home its character 
the called ‘‘Bergschluchten, Wald, Fels, Einöde.’’ These 
Blessed Boys are quite innocent; they find themselves this 
place, not purified but vicarious experience which, 
therefore, seems essential human perfection. comparison, 
Faust badly soiled; and the angels shrink from touching him. 
the other hand, however, Faust both complete and strong, 
while the innocents are weak and ineomplete. Faust’s ugly, dirty 
shell easily removed the ministrations the Blessed Boys, 
and fast outgrows them (12076). 


Innocence and perfection, then, are not identical this sphere. 
The innocent boys are blind because they never used their human 
eyes; they are incomplete because they are ignorant the world, 
because they never lived through the world human experience. 
They joyfully greet Faust because, having learned, qualified 
their teacher (12082 ff.). the simile the chrysalis from 
which Faust’s immortal part emerges Goethe seems indicate 
that may regard Faust’s earthly existence that cater- 
pillar whose main destructive voraciousness. 
this interpretation right, the conclusion justified (and has 
been made before) that Faust’s task the world experience 
was consume much could experience, inevitably 
soiled the process, unable develop beyond the ungainly 
chrysalis stage. 
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FAUST’S REDEMPTION 145 

The cosmic task, however, this destructive, voracious creature, 
Man, clearly outlined Goethe’s myth the Creation given 
Dichtung und Wahrheit (II, 8). For our problem its most 
essential parts are the following: During the Pre-Genesis 
Eternity, the Godhead (or Elohim) created themselves and, finally, 
fourth essence (‘‘ein viertes’’), Lucifer, whom henceforth 
was delegated all creative power and activity. Lucifer, however, 
contained within himself antinomy: was both absolute and 
limited (‘‘unbedingt und begrenzt’’). Thus dangerously endowed, 
Lucifer exercised his creative power, gloried his achievement, 
forgot his higher origin, and ungratefully concentrated himself. 
The product Lucifer’s creative acts (apart from the angels) 
was Chaos, the tohu bohu Genesis comprising everything 
perceive matter, everything heavy, solid, and dark (‘‘schwer, 
fest und finster’’). Concentration, inner friction forcibly leading 
self-destruction, and darkness are the main 
this Lueiferie creation. Its principal lack that light, life, 
expansion, variation, and infinity. 


The Creation described Genesis presented Goethe’s 
Myth rescue act the Godhead who imparted Lucifer’s 
amorphous, self-destructive chaos both light and life. The most 
significant part this act, however, was the creation 
Man, who especially designed redeem Lucifer’s non-conscious 
creation re-establishing its lost contact with God. For this 
purpose, Man was equipped with contradictory gifts. (1) 
afflicted with Lucifer’s predicament being both absolute and 
limited (i.e., reaching out for the Divine, but compelled 
exist the physical world) and, therefore, able repeat 
Lucifer’s apostasy. (2) endowed with full consciousness and 
determined willing Bewusstsein; entschiedener 
Wille’’). These must the qualifications which Goethe considered 
most essential and indispensable for Man’s eosmie purpose, since 
others are not mentioned. 


Mephistopheles, ‘‘des Chaos wunderlicher Sohn’’ (1384), ‘‘ein 
Teil des Teils, der anfangs alles war’’ (1350), Mephistopheles who 
hates and tries disparage both light and life (1352 ff.), quite 
obviously bears the same traits Lucifer Goethe’s Myth. His 
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realm this world, not one something after and beyond 
death (318 ff.). (There mention Faust’s soul eternal 
damnation the wager.) Even this world Mephistopheles 
both absolute and limited. can produce practically anything 
Faust may desire material objeets, but ean not get out the 
Study (1408). has the key key! although ‘‘nicht Schlösser 
sind, nicht Riegel wegzuschieben’’) (6225) which will enable Faust 
approach the Mothers, but cannot accompany Faust his 
journey this spiritual sphere. greatly worried, fact, 
that Faust might not return and, thus, lost him. And the 
Classical Walpurgisnight Mephisto identifies himself with the 
Phorkyads, the epitome defectiveness, formlessness and darkness. 
being the wittiest, Mephistopheles here the best imagin- 
able personification any concept chaos. Moreover, all 
Mephistopheles’ gifts Faust are self-destructive Lucifer’s 
self-destructive Chaos. 


Myth. The ‘‘paradox the searchingly 
Korff, demonstrates the same contradictory gifts with which this 
Man equipped and whieh drove Faust the brink suicide 
even before his association with Mephistopheles. both 
absolute and limited (1112 ff.; 11962 ff.). Unable designate 
the Absolute paradoxical terms and faced, Mephistoph- 
eles, with his own human limitations, fights these limitations, 
challenging Mephistopheles with his determined Allein ich 
(1785). Poor Mephistopheles, even more limited than Faust him- 
self, can merely hope distract Faust from his purpose. the 
very end Faust’s life, the last the ‘‘magnificent 
errors’’ (1820, through which Goethe intended 
lead his hero, Faust again reaching out for something that 
divine, not human: freedom which, Goethe’s mind, cannot 
provided society, laws rules our case Faust him- 
self but only the conscious contribution every member 
society. ‘‘Equality, not freedom the principle all social life. 
Freedom mean the moral freedom being willing subordin- 
ate individuality what contribute Hence, 
revolutionaries who promise both equality and free- 
dom are visionaries charlatans.’’ (Thus Goethe und 
Reflexionen.) Faust not the moment his last error 
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earth. His physical blindness symbolizes this new stage from which 
reaches out for the sphere freedom presented the final 
scene the drama. this point, therefore, though unaware 
the fact that striving out the world human limitations, 
Faust partly wins the wager. His satisfaction, although seen 
terms the material world, derived from realm which 
Mephistopheles could not provide the world human experi- 
ence from the sphere where the terms ‘‘freedom and 
and ‘‘giving and receiving’’ are interchangeable, sphere from 
which Mephistopheles and his comprehension are excluded. 


Assuming that are justified identifying Faust with Man 
Goethe’s Myth, and seeing Mephistopheles the represent- 
ative that particular Lucifer and his material creation, then 
Faust’s life supremely vindicated cosmie (though not 
moral) sense. Mephistopheles provides for him the raw material 
world extreme need redemption Man, the only 
capable performing that redemption. This raw material 
indiscriminate, chaotic, potential human experience necessarily 
comprises all spheres, good, evil neutral, that are present the 
Creation since the Act God, the effect which 
ing the Myth) even Lucifer could not escape. Mephistopheles’ 
gifts the sensual chaos the Walpurgisnight through 
which Faust was led. They also include the realm despotism 
and piracy where Faust destructively voracious for the last 
time where, however, Mephistopheles slaving obedience 
Faust’s determined will. 


The point not whether Faust resists temptation, but whether 
uses his will making his own selection and—more important— 
whether, consuming large portions the Mephistophelean world, 
succeeds transforming them into conscious experiences par- 
taking the Divine and thereby reestablishes their lost contact 
with the Godhead. And this the very essence Faust’s ex- 
periences the world evil. did sueeumb the 


sensuality the Walpurgisnight, but the very annoy- 
ing Mephistopheles was his determined flight save both 


Gretchen and his conscience. did have the aged couple and the 
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stranger ‘‘Offene Gegend’’ killed, but the outcome the dream 
which repudiates him, Faust, and his entire previous life: the 
vision world where such acts would impossible (11580 ff.). 
earlier vision had raised the Gretchen episode 
‘‘Seelenschénheit’’ (10060 ff.), which was thus tantamount 
similar transition from suffering and confusion glimpse 
the Divine. Faust develops step step the powers which, 
Goethe’s Myth, are singled out essential Man’s task 
redeeming the non-conscious creation. Step step, Mephistoph- 
eles rendered more subservient Faust’s determined willing 
(1785; Trüber Tag: ‘‘Habe ich alle 6205) and becomes 
ever more baffled the content Faust’s conscious mind (1676 
ff.; 1830 ff.; 6923; 11589 ff.) until, still uncomprehending what 
ealls ‘‘den letzten, schlechten, leeren Augenblick,’’ feels him- 
self cheated his just reward. 


guter Mensch seinem dunklen Drange Ist sich des 
rechten Weges wohl bewusst.’’ These lines take new meaning 
the light the Myth. The emphasis must placed 
and must considered having the conno- 
tation ‘‘qualified,’’ ‘‘efficient’’ for Man’s cosmie purpose. Faust 
ean not possibly considered ‘‘good’’ moral sense; but 
was highly serviceable tool, redeeming much 
eould reach the material creation and bringing back the 
Lord integral (11962) part what his ‘‘Unster- 


The human caterpillar, Faust, has fulfilled its task. 
Progressively more active his personal choice and determina- 
tion resisting Mephistopheles’ attempts maim his powers 
raising obstacles (6205; 11233 ff.) and reduce him stagnation 
any one sphere laid hold the greatest possible area 
the world experience. Exercising his power reaching out for 
the Absolute, lifted this experience into that higher consciousness 
which order out chaos and which, surviving physical 
death, continues its way Supreme Consciousness, God. This 
why Faust’s immortal part strong and powerful. Through 
plentiful consumption experience achieved that completeness 
which, according the final scene the drama, indispensable 
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human perfeetion purity. Divine provision made for 
eleansing Man’s immortal part because only him, his 
burrowing through the world the senses, can the material 
ereation redeemed. Divine Grace, turn, prepared redeem 
its effeetive tool, Man. 


Faust, therefore, redeeming-redeemed. ‘‘Der rechte Weg’’ 
not the path passive righteousness the exelusion multiple 
experiences; the right path leads through the very middle 
Mephistopheles’ material world, for the sake its redemption. 
Man’s equipment such that, although does not know the 
purpose, does know the way. And while Divine Grace 
indispensable Man’s salvation, freely extended him who, 
fulfilling his task, achieved ‘‘completeness measured 
his talents’’ (to Frau von Stein, 1787; und Reflexion- 
en, 1829). the words Goethe’s Myth, ‘‘Redemption not 
only pre-ordained from all eternity but also 
Theologically speaking although this would Goethe’s 
way expressing Grace does not destroy Nature but per- 
it. 


Seton Hill College, 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania 


MLA FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAM 


Space permitting, all important announcements released connection with 
the MLA-FL Program will appear THE GERMAN QUARTERLY. Members 
the A.A.T.G. and other readers are urged consult the pages the Modern 
Language Journal, issues which appear eight times year (subscription 
$4.00), for up-to-date news the Program. 


THE REFORM GERMAN EDUCATION 


THEODORE HUEBENER 


Even before the cessation hostilities 1945, policy makers 
Washington, anticipating Allied victory, gave considerable 
thought measures for the prevention resurgence totali- 
tarianism Germany. The most effective way, was decided, 
the Germans was train their children the 
ideals and practices democracy. All the Powers 
agreed readily this and, therefore, gave almost immediate 
attention the question school reform. June 1947 the 
quadripartite Control Council issued directive entitled 
for the Education Germany.’’ 

The first and basic principle was: ‘‘There should equal 
educational opportunity for all.’’ realize this ideal the 
suggested number measures, among them free tuition and 
free textbooks, compulsory full-time attendance, emphasis 
responsibility, the provision educational and vocational guidance, 
health supervision, more effective teacher training, and lay par- 
ticipation school reform. Unfortunately, the breakup Ger- 
many into Eastern and Western half, and the division 
West Germany into eleven Länder controlled three different 
Allies, multiplicity school systems. That the 
situation today; each Land has its own educational scheme. There 
central ministry public instruction. Like our Bureau 
Edueation Washington there federal office Bonn known 
Ständige Konferenz der Kultusminister which aims coordinate 
efforts the Bundesrepublik. 

The chief American objection the German school system was 
that was ‘‘two-track’’ system, permitting only 10-15% the 
pupils prepare for higher education and consigning the vast 
majority vocational training. After four years free common 
schooling the Grundschule, the children were divided into two 
groups. The greater number continued for another four years 
the Oberschule and fourteen entered three-year apprenticeship. 
While employed, they continued their schooling part-time 
vocational school (Berufsschule) which endeavored link with 
the they were engaged in. addition there were also 
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the well organized and equipped Gewerbeschulen for the training 
skilled mechanies, artisans and technicians. Only those children 
whose parents could afford pay the tuition the higher schools 
and who were able pass the examinations could enter upon 
training preparing them for the university technical 
school. The course, lasting eight nine years, led the Abitur 
Reifepriifung which granted admission the university. 

The most significant fact disclosed comparison the 
various types schools the enormous discrimination the 
matter financial support. 175 communities was found that 
the median expenditure for secondary schools was 580 marks, for 
elementary schools 165 and for schools only marks 
per pupil. other words, the privileged child the 
secondary school had four times much spent his education 
the youngster relegated the elementary-vocational track. From 
the fifth grade on, then, about the age ten, the two tracks 
the system diverged widely that was practically impossible 
for pupil transfer from one the other later on. Not give 
distorted picture, however, must pointed out that tuition 
fees were not exorbitant and that many scholarships were provided 
for deserving pupils. Furthermore, and this important fact seemed 
ignored the beginning the all too eager educational 
experts Germany, the apprenticeship system, which firmly 
established, functions satisfactorily. 

The most urgent problem, however, that confronted the Ameri- 
can authorities was not ideological, but rather physical. Over fifty 
Germany’s leading cities had been subjected saturation 
bombing and few school buildings remained unscathed. Those that 
were undamaged had many instances been requisitioned the 
military. Three million children school age were left without 
supervision. 

Together with the problem restoring and repairing the school 
buildings came that providing personnel and teaching materials. 
Undesirable teachers were weeded out the basis 131- 
point denazification questionnaire. About half the staff had been 
lost war industries and military service. survey revealed 
that many the younger and better trained teachers had supported 
the Nazi regime. The untainted, employable members the staff 
were frequently advanced age, traditional their outlook and 


151 
| 


152 THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


not particularly energetic. The rapid providing the schools 
with suitable textbooks was hampered the lack approved 
German authors and the shortage paper. temporary 
expedient texts going back the Weimar Republie were reprinted. 
But even these could not produced sufficient quantities and 
many six children had use one when the schools 
opened October 1945. However, the Education Service went 
its task with vigor and thoroughness. Not only were all the 
textbooks reviewed but the seemingly insuperable difficulties 
securing supplies paper were overcome. The original reprints 
paper binding were rapidly replaced. 1945 only 38,000 
volumes were published 1948 there were 13,508,224 and 1949 
over million. The total since 1945 amounts 34,101,441. 
Significant, too, the fact that 1945 about 26% the books 
were rejected whereas 1949 less than were banned. 

Classes met wherever there was space available, frequently 
under wretched physical conditions. Several school organizations 
used the same building; two and three shifts were common city 
schools. Classes were large, especially the common school, where 
teachers the average taught groups children. There was 
shortage textbooks, blackboards, illustrative materials and 
paper. the winter many schools were unheated. 

true spirit the American Education Mission did 
not attempt impose new school system but enunciated certain 
principles and made suggestions which were transmitted the 
governments and the school officials the various Länder: The 
Germans themselves, with generous American support, were 
work out the reform their school system. The reception these 
suggestions was, the whole, favorable, not always enthusiastic. 
However, there were many progressive German educators, some 
whom, like Professor Hilker Wiesbaden and Professor Hylla 
Frankfurt, had lectured Teachers College New York years 
ago and who the opportunity introduce new 
and practices. Both these educators are engaged 
teacher training this moment. 

The state Hesse was the first introduce free schooling and 
free textbooks. common curriculum through the sixth school 
year was organized and subsidies were provided for deserving 
pupils without means. The abolition tuition fees during the 
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period compulsory education and the providing free textbooks 
are practices that are now general the American Zone. must 
not forget that the introduction free schooling war-torn 
country whose economy was only recovering placed considerable 
financial burden the already weary taxpayer. 

Have American efforts influence German education been 
successful? answer this question should like quote State 
Department official Vaughn DeLong, who has been associated 
with the program Germany for the past six years. ‘‘More money 
being spent per child Germany’s publie schools than ever 
before. bright child poor parents has greater chance 
getting the kind education that was previously denied him 
because his financial status, and the principle 
gaining ground. Many more German schools are free tuition 
and provide free textbooks than ever before and, with each passing 
year, each teacher has slightly smaller classes deal with. 
teachers become less harried and overworked, teacher-student 
relations naturally become warmer, more informal. All these things 
are the far more important change that taking 
place German educational philosophy. 

teachers teach and children learn Germany today 
takes into account the world around them and Germany’s 
actual position relation that world. The drift German 
education definitely away from the old exaggerated nationalism 
and toward internationalism. German youth today growing 
peace and neighborliness, with ideas and practices 
and with healthy interest the people and problems outside its 
own small world.’’ 


Board Education, 
New York, 


EXPRESSION AND LIFE 
HUGO VON HOFMANNSTHAL’S “DIE BEIDEN’ 


Jaszı 


aus der Welt werden wir nicht fallen. Wir sind einmal 
darin.’’ The leading German poets the turn the last century 
would have disagreed with Christian For they felt that 
the ground under their feet had crumbled and let them fall. For- 
saken the world, and forsaking it, they fled into the terrifying 
beauty Algabal’s subterranean empire, into the shadowy beauty 
Rilke’s early poetry, into the deeply problematie beauty 
Hofmannsthal’s youthful plays and poems. Beauty and the tor- 
menting realization that life had disinherited them was their 
common bond. Beauty them meant form, and form meant 
expression. But these are concepts that are hard define. Let 
instead merely try sce young poets, rather, their 
and protagonists walk, move about, use their 
bodies the realm beauty. have chosen Hofmannsthal’s poem 
Beiden,’’ 1896, represent for the trends which 
are interested: 

Sie trug den Becher der Hand 
Kinn und Mund glich seinem Rand—, 
leicht und sicher war ihr Gang, 
Kein Tropfen aus dem Becher sprang. 
leicht und fest war seine Hand: 

ritt auf einem jungen Pferde, 

Und mit nachlissiger Gebiirde 
Erzwang er, dass zitternd stand. 
Jedoch, wenn aus ihrer Hand 

Den leichten Becher nehmen sollte, 

war beiden allzu schwer: 

Denn beide bebten sie sehr, 


Dass keine Hand die andre fand 
Und dunkler Wein Boden rollte.2 


one Hofmannsthal’s essays the same year read: 
halte Wirkung für die Seele der für ihre Seele 

Sämtliche Werke, ed. Grisebach (Berlin, 1902), III, 293. 

Gedichte und lyrische Dramen (Stockholm, 1946), 13. 
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und ihren Leib, für ihren Kern und ihre Schale, für ihr ganzes 
völliges Wesen. Wenn sie nicht wirkte, wüsste ich nicht, wozu sie 
wäre. Wenn sie aber durch das Leben wirkte, durch das Stoff- 
liche ihr, wüsste ich wieder nicht, wozu sie 
‘‘das Stoffliche’’ means, Hofmannsthal’s vocabulary, subject 
matter what work art about; and true that very 
great lyric poets are able talk without talking about anything. 
The words they use them not mean and designate, but con- 
tain and express. But ‘‘Die Beiden’’ not lyric this sense: 
does have subject matter, and the words that compose not 
become one with what they designate. Nor lyrie the sense 
being expression the poet’s feelings. Instead embodying 
the feelings Hofmannsthal, Die Beiden’’ embodies the feelings 
the two people who appear it, not words but the physical 
acts which they perform and which the words merely And 
even though these acts are far more expressive than ordinary 
action can ever be, they are nevertheless the subject matter the 
poem and its admixture Contrary his own aesthetic 
ereed, Hofmannsthal has not stripped his poem life but has 
raised life level artistic relevance. How has done this? 
How does physical action the realm form differ from 
physical action the sphere ordinary 

Ordinary purposive action determined the goal set 
the actor and the environment which his act exposes him. 
Such action, which strictly determined both from the inside and 
the outside, does not seem leave much room for expression. Even 
so, the feelings which man experiences the performance his 
task are distinctly revealed his facial expressions well 
every movement his body. Not what does expressive, but 
how does it; not the act itself, but the manner mode 
acting. Or, put linguistic terms: not the verb expressive, 
but the adverb. Only the art the dance, where desires are 
silenced, where external goals are eliminated and ‘‘life’’ tempo- 
rarily suspended, can physical action perhaps become pure ex- 
pression. Although such pure expression not possible life, the 
sphere purposive action, nevertheless the emphasis sometimes 
shifted such manner that the scope expression widened. 
Such shift will come about periods like the one are consider- 


Prosa (Frankfurt Main, 1950), 310. 
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ing, when generation suffers from partial paralysis the will. 
such times purposive action tends turn itself into beautiful 
action. But beautiful action, action whose goal lies within itself, 
isolates the actor radically instead placing him environ- 
ment. inborn delight expressive beauty and the dread 
reality with which they felt utterly out tune were the forces 
which made the poets seek refuge, least temporarily, the 
melancholy paradise narcissistic beauty. And long they 
allowed this beautful prison hold them, they continued dream 
about pure motion, expressive gesture, This word, 
was great favorite the turn the century and appears 
significantly the very center Hofmannsthal’s ‘‘Die Beiden’’: 

Und mit nachlässiger Gebärde 

Erzwang er, dass zitternd stand. 

The rider must halt the horse able receive the drinking 
cup from the hand the woman. means end, this act 
has aesthetie value. But barely notice that there purpose 
here: all the emphasis placed, not the act the effect 
desire, but the act embodiment feeling; not the 
but the not the verb but the adverb. 
nachlässiger Gebärde”’ adverbial phrase, and there 
strong adverbial element the ‘‘zitternd’’ the following line. 
These adverbs contain the fluid expression its most concen- 
trated form. 

the genre the ballad (even though outwardly approxi- 
mates the form the sonnet). But this plot, this solid core 
purposive action, has been reduced the barest minimum: what 
little remains merely furnishes the poet with raw material 
which can embody the feelings the two people who appear. 
Each the three stanzas leads each stanza 
evolves, gains intensity expression, eulminating its end. 
And similar manner, the gesture the second stanza more 
powerful than that the first one, and the gesture the third 
stanza more expressive than that the second one. the first 
stanza, which only approximates without quite making it, 
the adjectives leicht and sicher (So leicht und sicher war ihr Gang 
Kein Tropfen aus dem Becher sprang) come have adverbial 
nature modifying noun which derived from verb. the 
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second stanza, have seen, the expressiveness the act tries 
overeome its purpose, which leads ascendeney the 
adverb over the verb. the third stanza, finally, this expressive- 
ness gains deeisive vietory frustrating the purpose the act 
altogether. here that the act handing the drink, which 
symbolizes the union the two, miscarries its very goal. With 
the spilling the wine action completely denuded purpose 
and becomes pure expression feeling, and consequently the 
verbs come function pure adverbs. Moreover, this 
ultimate failure the purposive act that the poem whole 
owes its artistic success. For the goal towards which the entire 
action, the plot this poem, oriented had not been thwarted, 
Hofmannsthal could not have transformed this purposive act into 
more less self-contained gesture, could not have rendered the 
subject matter this poem expressive. Artistic excellence based 
here failure life. symbolizing the girl’s submission 
passion the last line shows that the two who had remain 
separate life have effected artistic union the rhythm and 
design the gesture which they perform together, the same 
gesture which, far life concerned, causes their frustration. 
triumph sophistication that the end the protagonists 
should united dint the very failure which keeps them apart. 


Every successful work art establishes context which has the 
power determine the precise nature the entities that compose 
it. the concept utility meaningful only the presence 
purpose, objects utility like the cup must, Hofmanns- 
thal’s poem, transformed into objects beauty. Without such 
transformation Hofmannsthal could not, the second line, 
characterize the woman comparing her facial features the 
shape and the lines the eup. But that does characterize 
human being comparing her object art striking, 
and sets the tone the entire poem. This tone one artificial- 
ity. Artificial the attempt detach the expressiveness the 
act itself, the adverb from the verb; separate the hand, this most 
expressive part the human body, from the rest the body 
(Dass keine Hand die andre fand/ Und dunkler Wein Boden 
rollte). This poem artificial, short, because brings about 
victory expression, which the law art, the sphere life, 
whose law action. ‘‘Wir nennen Stil das,’’ says Emil Staiger, 
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ein vollkommenes Kunstwerk allen Aspekten 
Artifieiality the very excellence and style 
this poem. 

was Nietzsche who used the words ‘‘kiinstliche Kunst’’ 
speaking about Wagner’s music. But artificial art contradiction 
terms. Only life can ever become artificial, not art. The poet 
who transforms ordinary language into the pure language 
poetry produces, sure, isolated and self-contained organisms 
however, transcending life, neither damages nor renders 
artificial. stressed earlier, the transformation which takes 
place ‘‘Die Beiden’’ different kind. Here attempt 
made, not transform words and thereby eliminate subject 
matter altogether, but transform what the words designate, 
work certain modifications the life itself. And this 
bound transformation without transcension. For long 
the poet usese language descriptively, what describes will re- 
main segment life, matter how thoroughly modifies it, 
how expressive renders it. Hofmannsthal gives life its 
expressive best, but still gives life. And though there life 
always element expression, life which has been made unduly 
expressive becomes artificial and begins disintegrate. However 
much the poets this time may have stressed the fact that subject 
matter, ordinary reality, life, had place their poetry, they 
were nevertheless indissolubly wedded these strange union. 
The poet needs life what have called the realm beauty, and 
cannot undertake single step without it, because the 
sphere life that applies the principle art, expression. But 
the victim whose fate become progressively enfeebled must 
never allowed die. For life suffered complete disintegration, 
the poet would deprived the material which works. Thus 
enslaving life becomes its slave. 

must not let confuse that Hofmannsthal, like Rilke 
and George, used the word life double sense. Life, the one 
hand, the sphere ordinary reality; the other, life ex- 
pression and its sphere marked off the magie circle which 
self-contained motion draws around the artist and the work art 
the realm beauty. Consequently, these poets can tell 
the same breath that life must banished from the work art 
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and that the work art nothing but pure embodiment life. 

This not the place show how Hofmannsthal came 
renounce life order find it. renounced life based 
passivity and found one based will and action. And having thus 
laid foundation which ethical values could also prosper, life 
henceforth meant him life not beauty but goodness. Thus, 
the age about twenty-five, one the finest poets the 
German tongue gave forever the writing poetry because 
had become inextricably involved with what now felt was 
barren aestheticism. the years that followed, turned more 
and more the drama, the poetic genre which will and 
action, these builders good life, are home. 
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The MLA-Foreign Language Program urgently requests readers who know 
about actual scheduled instruction foreign languaes publie private 
grade schools send this information MLA-FL Program, Washington 
Square North, New York New York. The headquarters the Modern 
Language Association, which are this address, are now the clearing house 
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CUTTING THROUGH THE NOMENCLATURE 
THE LANGUAGE 


GERTRUDE GUNTHER 


The high school students who begin the study the German 
language with generally bring the new subject only very 
limited understanding grammar concepts. Usually they are able 
recognize the parts speech, although sometimes requires 
many months before some them understand nouns sufficiently 
capitalize them correctly German. They can also define 
sentence and identify subject and direct object. They know 
what prepositional phrase is. And that just about all! Those 
students who have already studied another language know great 
deal more, yet there are often others who cannot recognize subject 
does not come first the sentence. 

Along with their limitations formal grammar good number 
the pupils bring distinct aversion it. Consequently, 
past teaching experience portion them foundered the reefs 
grammar presentation. Time and again have 
been asked the question: ‘‘Is the dative case used for the indirect 
the direct does nominative case mean?’’ The 
students who asked such questions repeatedly had the intelligence 
(as revealed reports from the guidance department) learn the 
meaning nominative dative, but that they lacked 
the interest so. Many high school students simply are not 
interested terminology that seems remote them. They reacted 
the same manner other terms which associate with the 
apparatus German grammar, with its strong, weak and mized 
adjective endings and its strong and weak verbs. Yet even pupils 
with distaste for the formalities grammar show sincere desire 
learn speak, read and write German. Therefore, the risk 
being inconoclast, have teaching gradually dropped 
more and more the traditional grammatical labels until now 
not even use the accepted names for the cases. Below are some 
examples the method. 

THE CASE. not use the conventional expressions nomina- 
tive, dative and accusative, studying the parts the sentence, 
simply refer the subject, indirect object and direct object. 
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place the word genitive say possessive. The use these 
simpler names really helps the student understand sentence 
When study the prepositional phrase, say, for 
example, that the modifiers the noun following mit have the 
same endings the indirect object sentence, and instead 
saying that mit governs the dative case, say that mit followed 
indirect object endings. Similarly, say that governs 
direct object endings that trotz takes possessive endings. Further- 
more, say that certain verbs, like folgen, are followed nouns 
whose modifiers have indirect object endings. little later, when 
the students have been well grounded the basie parts sen- 
tence means this simple terminology, stress the German 
designations Werfall, Wesfall, Wemfall and Wenfall. 

THE high school students use German adjectives 
quite skillfully, but they not deseribe them strong, weak 
mixed. From the very first, the pupils memorize model phrases 
(really sentence units) like: 

Subjeet: der gute Vater dieser gute Vater ein guter Vater 
That is, teach each part the sentence (subject, direct object, 
ete.), teach the adjectives right along with each article, der-word, 
ein-word. The adjective always taught, shown charts, 
reviewed, the context sentence units (der reiche Onkel). 
During the whole first year the students may never write German 
sentence without placing adjective before every noun. The 
sentences are usually very colorful! 

THE VERB. Although the pupils can recite the principal parts 
German verbs very nicely, they have never heard strong 
weak verb. They know only that the vowel some verb stems 
never changes and that the principal parts such verbs follow 
fixed pattern. allowed the pupils invent their own names for 
such verbs, and one pupil described them belonging the 
t-series, the letter being common every principal part except 
the infinitive (sagen sagt sagte hat gesagt). 

The pupils know, furthermore, that the stem vowel changes, 
the pattern the principal parts differs from those verbs 
which the stem vowel the same. 

Thus, using the grammar terminology the pupils have already 
learned English, encouraging the memorization sentence 
units for teaching the adjective, and inviting the pupils coin 
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their own deseriptive grammatical phrases, have eliminated many 
the traditional grammar expressions which large number 
high school students seem forbidding. 


Hempstead High School, 
Hempstead, New York 


“LEARN ANOTHER LANGUAGE EARLY’’ 


Washington January 1953 Mrs. Newton Leonard, President 
the National Congress Parents and Teachers, said: ‘‘If the peoples the 
earth are meet and move together along the road better world for 
themselves and for their children, they will need communicate with one 
another. this they will need know more than they know one 
another’s languages. Somehow other more all over the world must 
familiar with the same languages. And this means that more must 
learn least one foreign language school. must learn well enough 
our conception the educated man does include ability read another 
language, living dead, but makes provision for direct two-way com- 
munication between people two nationalities. want our children 
unhappy strangers when they travel over the world? want them 
miss the opportunity learning from peoples other nations? our 
parent-teacher associations all 38,000 them are well informed about 
new proposals for teaching languages the elementary schools, they will 
all their power see that other community groups understand the value 
these proposals all their power bring such programs into the 
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ESCHMANN: THE INDESTRUCTIBLE MYTH 


HEINEY 


Dormant since the era Kleist and Grillparzer, the German 
drama Greek mythology underwent curious renascence around 
1900. Within generation the genre had attracted the attention 
Hofmannsthal, Pannwitz, Hasenclever, Paul Ernst, Georg Kaiser, 
Hauptmann, and Oscar Kokoschka, mention only the better- 
known authors. This revival was not, might first 
suspected, mere transitory spasm inspired the 
was sound and deep-rooted literary movement, resulted drama 
the highest quality, and its evolution and development have not 
yet ended. case point, Ernst Wilhelm (born 
1904), German expatriate who now lives Locarno the Swiss 
Ticino, has produced recent years two dramas which 
vell deserve take their place this movement alongside those 
Hofmannsthal and Ernst. 

The drama Greek mythology Germany has suffered ever 
since its inception from the effects curious literary schism. 
the one hand many German dramatists have labored under the 
shadow Gottsched produce drama thin and singsong 
artificiality, and the other hand the romanties, driven what 
Nietzsche typified the Dionysian spirit, have reacted completely 
wild and dithyrambie tragedies the manner Kleist’s 
Penthesilea. their best, exemplified Goethe’s Iphigenie and 
Hofmannsthal’s Elektra respectively, each these techniques pro- 
dueed first-rate drama; but the result was more commonly sterile 
epigonism the one hand and formless frenzy the other. 
Eschmann has steered between these perils arrive mytho- 
logical drama which surprisingly and ingeniously suited our 
times. 

Eschmann iconoclast, nor subject the transcen- 
dental melancholy which affects many modern devotees Greek 
mythology. His major work, comprising his short stories and his 
dramas, serene style and positive content. one his 
short stories, Der Zigeuner, boy who passing through painful 
stage adolescence afflicted with hallucinations; contrary 
the expectation the reader who familiar with Schnitzler and 


163 


164 THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


Hofmannsthal, surmounts this aberration and goes achieve 
happy and productive personality. Most Eschmann’s plots are 
with philosophical questions: death, reality, the nature 
personality, and the problem suffering. treats these mat- 
ters, however, not with the pessimism the decadent but with the 
mature wisdom man whom the universe not yet total loss. 

Eschmann’s two mythological dramas, written ten years apart, 
are markedly different style and treatment. Ariadne (1939) 
tragedy blank verse, bearing some resemblance Ernst’s 
Ariadne auf Naxos. letter Eschmann refers his drama 
‘‘streng and decorum and unity are observed 
with conscientious fidelity. The characters, however, are modern 
thought and speech, and the setting rather than 
mood. The action covers the period between the arrival 
Theseus and Ariadne Naxos and the departure Theseus 
found the city Athens. Naxos, like that Ernst, 
warrior cult, and complex social structure. Theseus and 
Ariadne arrive, the island devastated mysterious plague. 
The author this affliction, the high priest explains, Dionysus, 
whose unrequited love for Ariadne has stricken the earth with 
disease and drought. Not until Theseus relinquishes his bride will 
health and prosperity return Naxos. Theseus, after initial 
protest, reluctantly accepts the demand the god; but Ariadne 
indignantly rejects the honor. ‘‘Niemals soll jener Rauber mich 
she declares. When she expresses her determination 
seek death rather than accept the liaison, Dionysus reluctantly 
abandons his suit and leaves her return her earthly lover; 
but now this happiness too has become impossible for her. She 
looked upon sublimity and rejected it, and now the love earthly 
beings seems only degradation her: ‘‘... Der Erde nun fiir 
immer fremd, den Göttern feind, bin ich verdammt/ Leeren 
(p. 59). despair she flings herself from cliff into 
the sea, and Theseus, informed her suicide, sails dejectedly off 
found ‘‘die Stadt, von der einst alle Städte Töchter (p. 67) 
His personal ealamity, however, has expiated the eurse which lay 
over Naxos, and with his departure the plague removed. 


Eschmann, Ariadne (Jena, Eugen Diederichs Verlag, 1939), 10. 
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Ariadne full traditional rhetorical devices, especially anti- 

thesis and parallelism Erde... fremd, den Göttern feind’’). 
structure well the tragedy neoclassic. Much the action 
related through young man Naxos describes the 
arrival the Athenians, and Athenian herald narrates the 
previous action, including the slaying the Minotaur, and reports 
the death Ariadne, which takes place offstage. But, although 
Ariadne close Ernst style and construction, its psychological 
atmosphere more resembles the medievalism Hauptmann’s Der 
Bogen des Odysseus: Theseus, the original myth accompanied 
only small band Athenian youths, Eschmann’s play 
surrounded crowd armed followers, heralds and sword- 
bearers; Germanic chieftain who would more home 
the Nibelungenlied than the tragedy. Theseus and 
Ariadne enjoy their first moment rest after their long sea 
voyage, describes her the life they will follow his kingdom 
Athens, and the activities relates suggest one the more 
serene passages Die Wahlverwandtschaften: 

Morgen walt’ ich über Haus und Land 

ordnend und richtend, und berate mich 

mit meinen Edlen oder reite auch 

fernen Dörfern, denn ein König muss 

nach allem sehn. Mittag eint uns dann 

das Mahl Später gehe ich 

die Waffenkammern durch, derweil Hof 

die junge Mannschaft sich zur stellt. 

Abend der Kühle halt ich wohl 

Gespräch mit klugen Fremden auf der Burg. 

Und jeder Tag ruht verlässlichen 

Umlauf des Jahrs. (p. 18.) 
diffieult fit such hero Achilles Jason into this 
pieture serenity. Even the Theseus elassie antiquity, with 
his impetuous courage and his love adventure, would seem 
doomed boredom this routine. 

The religious atmosphere the tragedy likewise modernized 
Eschmann, like most modern dramatists, has little interest 
recreating the paraphenalia Greek religion. The pro- 
cess Christianization most apparent the portrayal 
Dionysus: not only the sole god mentioned the play, 
which tends create sort monotheistic atmosphere, but the 
vision shows Ariadne has transcendental quality quite for- 
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eign the Greek spirit. hints Ariadne that his desire for her 
not solely inspired lust, and that from his embrace will 
born new earthly incarnation divinity. will aus Dir zum 
zweiten Mal geboren werden’’ (p. 37), tells her. evidently 
spiritual and transcendental being who moved love man- 
kind share his essence with it. are reminded the God 
who ‘‘so loved the world, that gave his only begotten Son...’’ 
Just Dionysus Christian his spiritual desire for Ariadne, 
she Christian citing her fleshly imperfection reason for 
rejecting him. 

Alkestis (1950) dissimilar Ariadne many respects; 
the letter quoted above Eschmann refers the earlier play 
nur sprachlich, sondern auch gesinnungsmiissig von der 
The difference, however, the 


‘Alkestis’ sehr unterschieden.’ 
result progressive literary and philosophical development 
rather than abandonment his previous style. Alkestis, 
written partly prose, not rigidly Ariadne, but 
the style still essentially Apollonian; and the remarkable social 
ideas Alkestis are apparent Ariadne rudimentary form. 

Alkestis, like most other modern plays the subject, based 
the drama Euripides, and the story follows this model faith- 
fully for the first half the action. Ariadne, Eschmann 
the Greek environment into thinly disguised picture 
culture. The inevitable priesteraft present, although 
priest any sort appears Euripides’ Alcestis; and the house 
Admetus becomes flourishing castle crowded with weapon- 
bearers, burghers bearing petitions, chambermaids, and scullions 
staggering under beakers wine. Heracles transformed into 
bumptious Eulenspiegel lion-skin, and the cast are added 
court poet and philosopher named Kritoboulos. The mother 
Admetus loquacious Hausfrau who disparages house- 
keeping and forever disappearing into the kitchen concoct 
Mandelkuchen mit schwer frei- 
lich; aber das 

Another important alteration made, justify for modern 
audiences the position Admetus. Euripides’ hero was fully 
aware the sacrifice Alcestis; was present when she 
expressed her determination die for his sake, and made 
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objection other than regret that did not have the ‘‘tongue 
and song Orpheus’’ order charm his wife back from Hades. 
The Greek audience accepted this situation and presumably felt 
resentment toward Admetus for permitting his wife’s sacrifice. 
satisfy the morality the twentieth century, Eschmann con- 
trives that Admetus should unconscious when the divine ulti- 
matum made and when Alcestis agrees sacrifice herself, and 
moreover that should upbraid his friends and family for trading 
his wife’s life for his own, habt mich verraten!’’ (p. 25) 
eries despair. 

But the really revolutionary departure from the myth 
comes the climax the action, when Alcestis last comes face 
face with Death. Instead the ghastly monster she has feared, 
she finds him reasonable and considerate gentleman, sympathetic 
with her situation and amenable her every desire. When Heracles 
arrives, boasting that will reseue force need be, 
Death greets him cordially and invites him try. Heracles, turning 
flee with finds himself barred invisible and 
impregnable wall. This barrier, Death tells him, the 
will those who have remained behind: the family, friends and 
servants Naturally both Alcestis and Heracles in- 
dignantly reject this explanation; they cite the loud 
lamentation which are the very moment audible from the palace. 
Death then allows Heracles and Alcestis look into the secret 
the principal mourners the palace. 
ingenious scene utilizing the expressionistie technique confused 
time and space coordinates, images the palace life appear 
magically behind sereen the rear the stage. The mother 
Admetus happily rearranging furniture, Alcestis’ friend and 
Aglaja laying plans marry Admetus keep him 
from being lonely, and the court poet searching industriously 
for rhymes used funeral eulogy. Even the philosopher 
Kritoboulos finds death useful. ‘‘Ein soleher Tod wie der ihre,’’ 
explains apologetically, ‘‘uns nicht nah, aber auch wieder 
nicht fern, ist offenbar besonders geeignet, die absolut verbind- 
liche Stellung des Todes erhellen’’ (p. 97). short, all those 
whom Alcestis has left behind have found some means utilizing 
her death for their own gain; Death tells her, ‘‘Sie bauen ihr 
Leben darauf, dass gestorben bist’’ (p. 94). This paradox 
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the root Eschmann’s metaphysical irony. Ariadne, written 
ten years before, Dionysus remarks the heroine: 

Was wisst Ihr Sterblichen von Eurem Glück? 

Ihr zittert vor dem Tod und ahnt doch nicht, 

wie dieser stete Schatten, den wirft 

Euer Leben, jedes Licht erhöht, 

tief alle Tage jede Stunde 

bedroht und süss! Tod ist die schwarze Sonne, 

die Eure Winter (p. 38) 
But this capitulation only for the weak. Admetus, however, alone 
his palace, perceives the temptation and rejects it. contem- 
plates the nature death and concludes that his grief, the 
mourners has hired, the black draperies has hung the 
walls, and even his own despair, are all sort surrender which 
has only made the death Alcestis more permanent. Calling forth 
all his resources will and conviction, rejects this morbid 
folklore. calls Alcestis out the bottom his faith 
human divinity, and from behind the which hides the death- 
bed ‘‘man sieht Alkestis sich wie eine Erwachende aufrichten’’ 
(p. 119). 

god appears the stage Alkestis; the monologue 
Apollo which oceupies the initial scene Euripides’ play re- 
placed with similar speech the priest. Moreover, the personifi- 
simply allegorical figure intended give body abstraction. 
The concept religion which does appear this play amorphous 
and spiritualized; although not Christian the same sense 
the religion Ariadne, nevertheless monotheistic and 
system. times the drama skirts the Greek concept 
moira: the priest remarks early Auch die mächtigen 
Götter können nicht aufheben, was bestimmt’’ (p. 8). But few 
lines later reveals that Apollo, order procure the release 
Admetus from death, has had petition that deity who ‘‘sein 
und unser aller Vater god who, appears, has the power 
countermand the sentence appointed destiny. This deity 
cannot fate itself, since the Greek moira tradition im- 
personal and implacable. Eschmann retains vestiges Greek 
theology, but over all establishes omniscient and benevolent 
deity the tradition Christian transcendentalism. Anachronism 
setting and character are likewise evident Alkestis. The palace 
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entourage, the parasitical poet and the philosopher, the fussy 
mother-in-law, and the eager are characters that 
the modern German audience expects see historical melo- 
drama, and they add the illusion familiarity. Their comments, 
moreover, serve add depth and diversity the simple Greek 
story and convert into philosophical statement encompassing 
all human life and death. 

the characters are real and convincing where the characters true 
philosophical drama are mere personified arguments. The only 
character this type either play the Death Alkestis. 
the terminology Nietzsche, the dominant element Eschmann’s 
drama the Apollonian; the final impression produced one 
serenity rather than excitement. The characters express their 
highest emotions, even their grief and despair, the language 
dignity. neither the plays true tragedy the Aristotelian 
sense, due the nature the plots rather than any lack 
heroic qualities the part the characters. the end 
Eschmann’s protagonists conduct themselves like Sophoclean 
heroes who have wandered into the transcendental and 
atmosphere Plato’s Phaedo. 

The reader the twentieth century may well ask why 
should revert Greek themes all, considering the 
modernity his message. Why should base his two most 
important works mythology defunct for almost two thousand 
years, mythology which has even less meaning for modern 
audience than did for the audience Goethe? Naturally this 
problem exists the Ernst Hofmannsthal well, but 
has little sympathy with the true spirit Greek mythology. Its 
amorality foreign his ethics its polytheism strange 
his Christian heritage. Yet utilizes this mythology 
effective way, largely because concedes its limitations from the 
start and does not try adhere too closely its details. 
fanatic seeker after authenticity. For him Greek mythology 
only framework, essential the final structure but unreward- 
ing its original state. chose present his truth through the 
vehicle antique mythology because felt there was 
universality there lacking mythologies closer our time, and 


170 THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


because Greek mythology with its manifold piquant situations 
admirably suited dramatization way that our own Serip- 
tures, for example, are not. Greek mythology has demonstrated 
its value storehouse narrative material every literary age 
since the Renaissance. Eschmann’s twentieth-century dramas are 
simultaneously modern and timeless; they affirm the vitality 
the Greek mythos, not only folklore useful for its story interest, 
but universal allegory man’s relation his metaphysical 
environment. 
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The MLA-Foreign Language Program wants complete list bulletins 
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GROUP PROCESS EXPERIMENT THIRD TERM 
HIGH SCHOOL GERMAN 


Vera 


For many years the enrollment the German classes Kearny 
High School has been deelining. This situation has, doubt, its 
counterpart other schools and other language classes, and there- 
fore anything that can help check such decline must con- 
sidered useful resource, even though the actual contribution 
may seem but small With this mind, the writer made 
analysis the situation her school and discovered certain facts: 
Firstly, among the present student body the proportion students 
with high test rating verbal skill, heretofore the form 
language skill testing, not large. This automatically excludes 
great number students from registration foreign language 
eourses. Secondly, the range high school curricula being offered 
far wider than that the older academic college preparatory 
course, that the need for language study required subject 
has been considerably diminished. Unfortunately, the trend away 
from speeifie subject entrance requirements the part some 
has contributed this development. Thirdly, there looms 
the immediate future the anticipated general 
high school registration. This added number students will 
actually cause further lowering the average level achieve- 
ment verbal skills and directly affect the level attainment 
language classes, while the same time the increased registration 
will doubt directed more and more into vocational courses. 

The language classes are already serious disadvantage 
competition with industrial arts, home economics and secretarial 
courses. there anything can meet this new challenge? 
perhaps owe something these students whom 
generally discard ‘‘not fit for foreign language study’’? Can 
perhaps change adjust class procedures and methods 
testing and grading that may profitably include some 
these ‘‘rejected’’ students our classes? Can perhaps exploit 
some the very educational trends which are now contributing 
our difficulties? Our educational theorists talk the science 
human relations, the development inherent potentials and 
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critical thinking, learning experiencing. possible that all 
these wider goals can accomplished our language classes 
well the more general and more directly vocational subjects? 
explore the application this area educational philosophy 
possible procedure language classes was the basis small 
experiment carried out last term for one term third term 
German class Kearny High School. 

summer workshop New York University’s School 
the writer learned something about the group process. 
based upon the premise that ‘‘the secret working together 
lies respecting the individual.’’ not movement toward 
laissez-faire system instruction, and quite the opposite 
educational anarchy. allows freedom thought and growth 
thought within the individual, yet based upon self-discipline 
and close-knit feeling belonging. The group serves the 
individual, and the individual serves the group, and all have 
goal mind. Could this theory applied language 
class 

The experiment with the group process was started class 
that had completed one year high schoo] German and had just 
returned from summer vacation. The students were members 
all types curricula offered our school, that had good 
mixture interests and abilities. Our physical organization was 
traditional; seats and desks were nailed down. The work was 
begun not with the usual fall review basie vocabulary and 
grammar; instead, the group process was explained the mem- 
bers the class. This term the students were plan their own 
studies. They could begin thinking about their original purpose 
selecting this course. Why had they taken German? What did 
they want get out it? Their interests were listed the black- 
board. These were many and varied, but soon several patterns 
emerged. There were really only four divisions: some wanted 
German for later work; some expected general reading 
and comprehension ability some were interested the 
background; and some desired German for possible military 
Thus now had four groups, which fortunately divided 
into about five students each. 

was now time plan the work. Each group gathered 
different section the room. None was allowed interfere with 
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hinder the work the other groups. All possible readers were 
gathered and brought from the book room that each group had 
collection from which make selection. Then each group, after 
considerable discussion, chose one reader which seemed 
them most directly applicable their group interest, and one 
other book for home reading for those the group who might 
desire extra work. 

The rest the week was spent planning the term’s work. 
was decided that all students would use the same grammar text, 
which contained the minimum essentials, but only source 
reference. All students thus had least two books, and some had 
three. The groups agreed schedule four individual group 
meetings from Monday through Thursday, and one meeting 
Friday for all groups together. The participation planning 
and making decisions was active that the teacher was almost 
overwhelmed. Was this going German class? Theu followed 
the elections. Each group selected leader and recorder. There 
was even leader and recorder for the general sessions 
Fridays. The interest displayed holding office was another 
eye-opener the teacher. 

Then the groups settled down formulate their individual 
goals and procedures. They decided outline their term’s work, 
their plan forming the core which the group built. They listed 
general aims and objectives make friends, exchange ideas, 
learn cooperate common project, accept group 
decisions, and constructively and then described 
their specifie goals for the particular group. this point the 
teacher again became very aware the formerly unused student 
initiative and interest. The students chose their own methods and 
materials achieve the goals they had listed. Besides the text- 
book, they planned use various community resources. Suddenly 
the students their own accord discovered points contact 
between the community and their subject. Trips nearby in- 
dustrial centers were suggested the basis that knowledge 
German was needed research. Invitations were suggested 
several people who had applied their knowledge German 
chemical plants. group visit German opera performance 
the Metropolitan was debated and discarded financially 
impossible. Library materials, films, museum exhibits, and even 
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attendance German church service, were considered. 
sure, the students’ enthusiasms reached beyond their powers 
attainment, but some the projects materialized, and the value 
the broadened relationships revealed them was real. 

There was one method which the students hoped realize 
their purposes; there was one means which one could 
measure the results what was actually accomplished. the 
end every six weeks marking period was predetermined 
school regulations. The teacher was surprised the alacrity with 
which the students accepted this former ‘‘day reckoning.’’ Each 
group presented the entire class group demonstration its 
project either written oral form. These projects utilized the 
many talents the individuals and showed the wide range their 
abilities. All groups met separately with the instructor discuss 
their projects before they were presented. Although not all group 
performances were equally high quality, student failed 
respond the challenge which had set for himself. 

The recorders each group met once week and worked 
questions evaluation involving the achievement individuals, 
the groups, and the program itself. The conclusions were 
presented the entire class, and some the replies were tabu- 
lated and posted charts. The formulation questions with this 
method procedure requires thoroughgoing study, but 
fairly satisfactory system was gradually developed. The teacher 
had learn and apply new types questions for the grading 
students. There were two fields explored: one, the measuring 
what the student had learned the basis his subject response 
and personal development and, two, the feasibility the group 
process itself for language learning. this end checks and ques- 
tions were devised that covered the general development each 
group member relation the general group goals and also his 
progress terms work done from week week. 

The role the teacher was primarily that resource person. 
Her functions were supply information and materials the 
request any group when such help seemed pertinent the 
discussion going within the group. indirect suggestion 
assistance was given moving toward the achievement the 
group-set goals. permissive atmosphere conducive full partici- 
pation was maintained the greatest possible extent. Each 
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individual group member was urged his own thinking. The 
teacher’s role was that guide helping the student find 
more truth. Full confidence was expressed the activity each 
group. Because the group orientation there was practic- 
ally person who could not considered superior least one 
respect. The experience all was richer than the experience 
any one. The group could see further and more truly than its 
best member, The teacher was often surprised the display 
individual personality the part some one student who might 
regular elass have remained completely anonymous. 

Not all the diffieulties which were faced the eourse the 
term have been touched upon. The lack time proved the worst 
enemy. The long-drawn, tiring elass hour regular procedure 
somehow beeame too short. The question may asked: was this 
not really language laboratory meriting two hour session? 
This problem was never quite solved, but the students learned 
work more quickly, plan ahead, and, their own con- 
trol the time-waster and the 


But far outweighing all difficulties was the thrill new student 
response and new learning discoveries. The hidden talent many 
students came life application their subject study. Cartoons 
with German titles, short German skits, singing German 
developed from drawing, acting, and musical skills. 
Even the silent members contributed scenic, musical other sound 
effects and participated least listening without displaying the 
boredom actual destructive tendencies often found 
usual elass sessions. 

One the hazards that the teacher anticipated actually became 
new source information: military terms diagramed the board 
future pilots were easily absorbed pupil and teacher. The 
group particularly enjoyed harassing their chemistry 
teacher with their newly acquired German technical terms. But 
the greatest surprise all was the unexpected reaction the 
grammar text. Never before has the teacher seen the pages 
grammar book eagerly scanned. Students needed the gram- 
mar translate something they wanted read. The teacher could 
help them apply what they sought their own motivation. 
They were learning doing. 

The measure the success this all too brief and partial 


i 


176 THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


experiment subject correlation, training for citizenship, and 
ereative learning cannot taken gauge the general applic- 
ability the principle the group process learning language 
study. However, even this one-term trial has given the teacher 
proof that there positive student response modernized class- 
room procedure language course. 


Kearny High School, 
Kearny, New Jersey 


LANGUAGE FOR GIRLS SCOUTS 


March 1953 the Board Directors adopted the following Statement 
Language: ‘‘The Girl Scouts the U.S.A., member the largest 
international organization for girls the world, would like lend its 
support and encouragement the schools’ efforts provide the young people 
this country further opportunities learn foreign languages. (We) 
are finding possible offer ever increasing number events which 
bring young people different nationalities together. One the re- 
quirements for girls participate these events ability speak foreign 
language, usually French, Spanish, German. Because the limited 
amount time either camps troops that can devoted the 
study language our earnest hope that schools will not only 
continue provide students with opportunities study the languages but 
will increase their efforts provide this opportunity for children this 
country earlier age.’’ The Girl Scouts are not waiting for the schools 
catch up; they have developed ‘‘Guide for Setting Language Units 
Established Camps.’’ Last summer members senior troops scheduled 
for international events gathered study French. See the February 1953 
American Girl for full account this successful experiment modern 


scouting. 


WILHELM SCHÄFER’S UNTERBROCHENE RHEINFAHRT 


SHEARS 


Wilhelm title fame rests his achievements 
interpreter his nation’s eultural heritage, educator his 
people, and pathfinder epie style; both genuine 
Volksdichter and outstanding artist prose. narrower 
sense, his name with the Rhineland just Gottfried 
Keller’s with the Swiss highlands Josef Ponten’s with 
the German-Belgian frontier. Schäfer’s early years were spent 
Gerresheim near Düsseldorf, and evidence his continuing inter- 
est this region can found his editorship Die Rheinlande, 
art journal, the descriptive monograph, Der Niederrhein und 
das bergische Land (1907), the Rheinsagen (1908), and 
Die unterbrochene (1913). The last-named work has not 
received the attention nor attained the popuiarity that deserves, 
doubtless because lacks, superficially least, the high serious- 
ness, the dogged wrestling with weighty problems, that one has 
expect from Schäfer’s ‘‘belastete contains, 
sure, goodly amount reflection and speculation, but these 
immature gropings, these youthful fantasies are, after all, but the 
subjective echoes produced the reverberations series 
adventures which befall runaway youth. 

second reason why erities tend overlook the work that 
was the popular which established Schäfer’s repu- 
tation with the public. These taut, concentrated narratives may 
serve illustrations the author’s theory epie style, for 
them the sharpness the ‘‘Begebenheit’’ not obseured the 
tangled vines subjective, reflective descriptive growth. Die 
unterbrochene Rheinfahrt, the other hand, lengthy Novelle 
with numerous characters, broad social and background, 
even brief excursions into metaphysical and ethical problems. Thus 
follows the great tradition the nineteenth-century poetic 


References are the edition Langen-Miiller (Munich, 1935). 

Wilhelm Schäfer, Mein Leben (Berlin, 1934), 23. 

The great majority the Anekdoten are really Novellen the old strict 
form. Cf. Franz Stuckert, Wilhelm Schafer, Ein Volksdichter unserer Zeit 


(Munich, 1935), 18. 
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realists who refused confined strict theory and who did 
not, the main, allow psychological analysis displace the 
isolate the poet from middle-class society. Indeed, 
Stuckert the central figure the story representative 
well-bred, normal youth between two wars. Without the constant 
emphasis the Ordnung and Reinlichkeit early environment 
and present habits, the short-lived revolt against traditional code 
behavior that depicts would lose much its foree and point. 

subject-matter well form Die unterbrochene Rheinfahrt 
unlike the Anekdoten, for Schäfer does not deal with 
ready-made material. Mein Leben points three narratives, 
which also treat transition periods man’s life, refute the 
charge that lacked the gift creative But had 
wished, could have established his claim just well 
referring the earlier work. Indeed, this Novelle, its author’s first 
work importance abandon the historical-biographical field, 
displays abundant inventive power, bare outline the plot 
will show. 

the outset the story the hero (Johannes) lonely 
figure amidst hilarious company Rhine steamer. has 
slipped away from his tutor Mainz, sudden impulse having 
diverted him from his university destination Bonn; second 
fateful impulse causes him follow attractive woman ashore 
little town Klingenbach. Assuming false name, 
with group pranksters whom treats wine, and after 
drunken falls into the hands the Part 
the night spends the local jail, part, after mysterious 
release, the studio housepainter-conspirator, where the fas- 
cinating woman, the latter’s wife, flits ghost-like before his eyes. 
resumes his journey the following day, but chance meeting 
with his inamorata again lures him back Klingenbach, where 
soon finds himself involved conspiracy against the town 
authorities. the course frequents the painter’s house 
and drawn more and more into the woman’s society. She finally 


5Op. cit., p.30 Das Haus mit den drei Türen. Novelle (1931). Der 
Fabrikant Anton Beilharz und das Theresle. Erzählung (1932). Ein Mann 
namens Schmitz. Novelle (1934). 
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submits his importunate ardor and agrees flee with him, but 
when she fails appear the appointed time, the youth, fearing 
displease the suspieious husband, joins him Katerbummel 
the mountain behind the town. One the group sets fire 
the woods; there follows clash with the law the person the 
gendarme who has been summoned quell the insurreetion. the 
ensuing fracas, which two are killed, Johannes wounded; 
arrested and eoneludes his adventures hospital. the end 
the narrative, the young man, accompanied his tutor, 
again sailing downstream the direction Bonn. 


The rushing torrent this story ably supported, but never 
impeded, the characterization. general, characters are briefly 
but skillfully that even minor figures stand forth 
vividly. Johannes have little external (only 
notice placed his tutor the newspapers), since are more 
eoncerned with mental and spiritual states than with appearance 
manner. Moreover, the author has large extent identified 
himself with the hero, that view the world through the 
latter’s eyes. Like Johannes, his partner adventure also receives 
little direct delineation: only the normal, ordered activities 
shipboard the exotie beauty the Kleinbürgerfrau pre- 
sented objectively soon she steps ashore she becomes vague 
and elusive. the enchanted light Klingenbach, the 
chiaroscuro the early scenes, she more Wunschbild, ere- 
ation Johannes’ imagination, than creature flesh and 
blood. Inarticulate, automaton-like, she yields her lover without 
apparent volition. Thus quite fitting that she called merely 
Rémerin,’’ ‘‘Frau,’’ until disenchant- 
ment sets and her sordid position the mistress one her 
husband’s friends revealed. She essentially the main catalyst 
who promotes Johannes’ inner development. 


After the two leading characters, her husband plays the most 
important role the story. Role the proper term for the 
posturing and phrases this ‘‘Heldenspieler auf der Biihne.’’ 
former playmate the son the castle-owner who the in- 
visible ruler the town, has studied art with him Düsseldorf. 
Established house-painter and married his 
model, impresses his humbler comrades and compensates for his 
lack talent affecting Bohemian manners and garb. This 
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painter manqué leads the revolt against the tyranny the absentee 
landlord and dies with grand gesture the fray the mountain. 
must admitted that the portrait the Malermeister too 
much entirely The tutor really 
stands outside the main action, appearing only the beginning 
(though not person) and end the narrative. represents 
the painful discipline against which his protégé rebels and, after 
Johannes discharged from the hospital, the his tribu- 
lations shows Johannes how dependence can not only 
wreck man’s career but also, combination with social barriers, 
his Although introduced apparently casual manner 
these and other subsidiary figures have definite function the 
architecture the plot, and, the main, represent either con- 
stituted authority Klingenbach the revolt against it. All 
these characters, down gendarme with Polish name, 
black beard and East Prussian dialect are drawn with frugal, 
memorable strokes. 

brief analysis plot and characterization could easily 
lead one form false impression this Novelle. Certainly 
unterbrochene Rheinfahrt far more than tale the 
manner Zschokke, far more than the diverting adventures 
youth who escapes briefly from the boredom and restraints 
normal existence assuming false identity. Like leitmotif, 
lines from Goethe’s Sanct Rochus-Fest Bingen run through the 
story. his report out-door religious celebration Goethe 
quotes from the Lenten sermon bishop who exhorts his flock 
temperance while praising the virtues wine when consumed 
moderation: ‘‘Denn der Fall ist äusserst selten, dass der 
grundgiitige Gott jemandem die besondere Gabe verleiht, acht 
Mass trinken dürfen, wie mich, seinen Knecht, gewürdigt 
These words express the tempo and spirit the action, 
allegro scherzando. But they also have deeper significance, they 
are employed gauge Johannes’ adjustment his new 
environment: the ability imbibe freely the grape becomes 
symbol his grasp reality. Thus, the word 


The Vorgeschichte Berthold exceptional that the only back- 
ground material presented length. 

7W. 34, 26. Reprinted, with Nachwort,’’ Die Kleine Biicherei’’ 
edition Schiifer’s Novelle. 
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which frequently, often opposition ‘‘Traum,’’ furn- 
ishes clue the Novelle’s meaning: watching the bibulous pas- 
sengers the Rhine steamer approaching Klingenbach, the youth 
Fremdling’’ the world; the end the 
narrative, the ‘‘Schaukasten seiner Knabentriiume’’ have been 
der Wirklichkeit Die unterbrochene Rheinfahrt 
Entwicklungsnovelle,’’ and the core and significance the 
narrative found not its external events, but the drama 
within Johannes’ mind and 

Although the action proper occupies only nine days, the events 
which exposed are violent that psychological trans- 
formation commences almost immediately. soon Johannes 
leaves his guardian the harsher tutelage unfriendly world 
begins. first seems along passively the mael- 
strom events but soon begins guide his own Thus 
his early decisions such they may called appear 
made some alien force: the morning after his 
arrival Klingenbach sleeps past the hour his ship’s 
departure and the escapade the hillside prevents his taking the 
evening steamer; the next day does sail Koblenz, only 
return with the Römerin. But the following day genuine 
Entwicklung evident: when hears the mayor order him 
leave town and when reads the warrant for his arrest, 
ceases runaway youth and resolves see his adventure 
through his new identity. ‘‘Denn was hatte er, der dies las, mit 
dem Gesuchten und steckbrieflich Beschriebenen anders tun, 
als dass jener ein Stück Wirklichkeit darstellte, dem sein 
Bewusstsein gewesen war, als dem Hauslehrer verloren ging; 
aber dieses Bewusstsein selbst war längst verwandelt durch die 
Erlebnisse und Wahrnehmungen der letzten Step step 
becomes more mature and responsible, and when, the end 
the story, his tutor regrets that has not been able shield 
his charge from harsh realities, Johannes asserts his final wisdom, 
courageous affirmation life: ‘‘Ich hatte mir die Welt nicht 


9In ‘‘Wilhelm Schifer,’’ Monatshefte, XXVII (April, 1935), 132, 
Gottfried Ehrlich calls the work Entwicklungsroman,’’ but Schäfer himself 
uses the word 

Op. cit., 52. 
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gedacht, man hätte mich dafür erziehen sollen, statt mich 
einem Fremdling der Wirklichkeit machen. Doch wie die 
Welt wirklich ist, nicht anders will ich sie 

Throughout the narrative, Johannes ponders his changing 
relationship the world about him. Much his brooding upon 
consciousness, existence, reality, ete., vague and cloudy, 
expected boyish mind, but under the impact his 
adventures there emerges fairly clear Lebensanschauung. The 
essential inner development the break-through from dream-life 
world-life, from misty fatalism manly responsibility. Johannes’ 
experiences love and death, acquired through his senses and 
body, and not through his tortuous reasoning wayward imagina- 
tion, have transformed him from immature spectator 
responsible actor the stage life. 


Duke University, 
Durham, 
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CONTEST TITLES 


Sister Mary GRETCHEN, O.P. 


Programs for the German Club pose real challenge 
teacher who wishes stimulate enthusiasm among her club mem- 
bers. The following suggestions may weleomed some teacher 
who desires combine instruction and pleasure. 

Often the popular trends the moment can elevated and 
utilized for instruction language. That what tried 
this instance; namely, capitalize the popularity the 
game that stimulates readers and listeners 
their reading experiences. happened one day that 
mentioned the name familiar classic, Dickens’ Der Raritäten- 
laden, and the students were amused the thought that 
Old Curiosity Shop should meaningful under different title. 
Moreover, they were proud have made the translation and 
transition with one bound the imagination. 

Thereupon our program committee members grew interested 
collecting similar examples titles From such 
list they wished prepare contest that would whet the 
intellect German Club members later meeting. There was 
dearth titles for their purpose. From the most recent 
American and German book publishers they selected 
and rejected abundant and impressive array titles. Naturally 
all titles which would identical too obvious, e.g., Allen’s 


1German titles English books not mentioned the text this article 
are: Sherwood Anderson, Der arme Weisse; Sholem Asch, Der Apostel; Jane 
Austen, Stolz und Vorurteil; Beebe, 923 Meter unter dem Meeresspiegel 
Bromfield, Der grosse Regen; Pearl Buck, Die gute Erde; Das geteilte 
Haus; Ostwind-W estwind Bulwer-Lytton, Die letzten Tage von Pompeji; 
Samuel Butler, Der Weg alles Fleisches; Burnett, Der kleine Lord; 
Carroll, Alice Wunderland; Cather, Die Frau Einer von 
uns; Chaucer, Die Canterbury Geschichten; Joseph Conrad, Der Verdammte 
der Inseln; Taifun; Die Rettung; Spiel des Zufalls; Cooper, Der Wild- 
töter; Die Lederstrumpf-Geschichten; Der letzte Mohikaner; Der rote Frei- 
beuter; Cronin, Die Zitadelle; Die Sterne blicken herab; Die grünen 
Jahre; Die Schlüssel zum Königreich; Abenteuer zwei Welten; Darwin, 
über den Ursprung der Arten; Clarence Day, Unsere Frau Mama; Unser Herr 
Vater; Delafield, Tagebuch einer Provinzdame; Dickens, Die Pick- 
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Antonio Adverso, were omitted. Since they found their lists 
iently long without the Kriminalromane, these too were abandoned 
along with the obscure authors less well-known titles. Shake- 
peare retains the most impressive range individual works, but 
that was because his drama titles afforded unending pleasure 
the selecting body. 

The list was mimeographed and distributed the meeting. 
Each student graded her own and evaluated simply and un- 
scientifically her score (1) ability translate, and (2) ability 
recall the exact title the original work. one was con- 
cerned about the blank spots the paper about the joys 
discovery. All enjoyed recognizing least few familiar classics 
this new garb German words. The fact that was often 
tantalizing find the exact English equivalent when veered 
from the literal translation only heightened the fun. 

Subsequent discussions went two three directions. Students 
were amazed that German readers were avid absorb foreign 
literature and that their publishers produced much, and the 
question arose what proportion new German novels compared 
with translations were sold German bookstores. Other prelimin- 
ary remarks dwelt the criterion used selecting certain 
English books for translation. Beginning students German 
not have sufficient background for valid conclusions new 
literary trends Germany, but they grew interested delving 
into the magazine Books Abroad learn about modern tendencies. 
Students had animated opinions, too, about Germany’s acquaintance 
with the English-speaking world. Someone put the question thus: 


wickier Klein-Dorrit; Harte Zeiten; Eine Geschichte von zwei Städten Grosse 
Erwartungen; Weihnachtserzählungen; Douglas, Weisse Banner; 
Dreiser, Die Amerikanische Tragödie; Das Genie; Eliot, Mord Dom; 
Faulkner, Licht August; Rachel Field, Hölle, ist dein Chris- 
topher Fry, Ein Schlaf Gefangener; Der Erstgeborne; Ein Phöniz zuviel; 
Galsworthy, Die dunkle Blume; Schwanengesang; Der silberne Löffel; Der 
weisse Affe; Das Herrenhaus; Gilbreth and Carey, Dutzend billiger 
Aus Kindern werden Leute; Goldsmith, Der Landprediger von Wakefield; 
Zane Grey, Männer der Grenze; Hawthorne, Der scharlachrote 
Hemingway, einem andern Land; Der Unbesiegte; Männer; Wem die 
Stunde schlägt; über den Fluss und die Wälder; Der alte Mann und das 
Meer; Schnee auf dem Kilimandscharo; Huxley, Kontrapunkt des Lebens; 
Nach vielen Sommern; Irving, Kesselring, Spitzenhäubchen 
und Arsenik; Kipling, Das Dschungelbuch Brave Seeleute; Knight, 
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the books which the German people read about Ameri- 
eans, they receive truer picture our country than they 
derive from the movies which send them 

This exchange ideas was followed turn the problems 
the translator, less burning issue but also illuminating 
subject for those who are just beginning see the alternating 
poverty and richness any language. Much speculation went 
why some titles are radically changed when the book 
translated. Varying examples were cited, such Jones’ Here 
Eternity, which listed Verdammt alle Ewigkeit. Likewise 
find Kipling’s Actions and Reactions appearing Spiel wnd 
Gegenspiel, whereas his Stalky Co. entitled Lange Latte und 
Genossen. Hemingway’s The Sun also Rises was simplified 
Fiesta, his Men without Women, Männer. The Middle the 
Road Gibbs was adroitly phrased Zwischen und nein; and 
lastly, Galsworthy’s Mun Property simply expressed Der 
reiche Mann. Although Jack London’s Burning Daylight was diffi- 
eult recognize under the title Lockruf des Goldes, students 
were foreed smile the transition from John Barleycorn 
König Alcohol, 

student who had lived Germany was quick 
the superiority the title Vom Winde verweht Gone with 
the Wind. Our word gone lacks the inherent emotional touch 
verweht. Her statement promoted number statements the 
art and diffieulties produeing worthy translations. at- 
tempt see the matter reverse, someone mentioned the 
novel Der Grosstyrann und das Gericht with its 


Lassie kehrt zurück; Lewis, Die Hauptstrasse; Der Mann, der den 
Präsidenten kannte; London, Wolfsblut; Der Sohn des Wolfs; Der Ruf der 
Wildnis; Norman Mailer, Rande der Barbarei; Masters, Die Toten 
vom Spoon River; Somerset Maugham, Eine Stunde vor Tag; Milne, 
der Bär; Milton, Das Paradies; O’Hara, Mein Freund 
Flicka; Poe, Unheimliche Geschichten; Der Goldkäfer; Die Mordtat 
der Rue Morgue; Priestley, Lass das Volk doch singen; 
Saroyan, Ich heisse Aram; Wir Shakespeare, Verlorene Liebesmith 
Komödie der Irrungen; Sommernachtstraum; Der Kaufmann von Venedig; 
Der Widerspenstigen Zähmung; Wie euch gefällt; Die lustigen Weiber von 
Windsor Ende gut, alles gut; Mass für Mass; DerSturm; Das Wintermärchen 
Shaw, Frau Warrens Gewerbe; Mensch und übermensch; Heilige Johan- 
na; Zurück Methusalem; Künstlerliebe; Der Amateusozialist; Stücke für 
Puritaner; Upton Sinclair, Zwischen zwei Welten; König Kohle; Weltende; 
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English title Matter Conscience. Was the latter choice con- 
sidered more arresting, concession the curiosity the 
American buying public, improvement from literary 
standpoint 

There nothing novel about lists book titles they appear 
translation. The only claim originality lies using them 
contest form. The value such contest evident when pro- 
vokes timely discussions the common literary problems 
Germany and America. Finally, fulfills the aim most German 
clubs, for aroused broader interest the German language, 
and the German people with whom Americans share their read- 
ing experiences. 


Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Auf Vorposten; Die Metropole; Die Wechsler; Steinbeck, Logbuch des 
Lebens; Der Mond ging unter; Stevenson, Sonderbare Geschichte von 
Dr. Jekyll und Herrn Hyde; Die Schatzinsel; Entführt; Thackeray, 
Der Jahrmarkt der Eitelkeit; Das Snobsbuch Thompson, Der Jagdhund des 
Himmels; Thoreau, Herbst; Mark Twain, Der geheimnisvolle Fremde; 
Prinz und Bettelknabe; Van Loon, Die Geschichte der Menschheit; 
Verne, Reise die Welt achtzig Tagen; Walpole, Leben ohne Licht; 
Der Mörder und sein Opfer; Washington, Vom Sklaven empor, eine 
Selbstbiographie; Evelyn Waugh, Eine Handvoll Staub; Wells, Die 
Geschichte unserer Welt; Die Zeitmaschine; Walt Whitman, Grashalme; 
Wilder, Die Frau aus Andros; Die Brücke von San Luis Rey; Die kleine 
Stadt; Wodehouse, Nimrods Tochter; Jeeves rettet die Situation; Ein 
für ein Thomas Wolfe, Schau heimwärts, Engel; Herman Wouk, Die 
Caine war ihr Schicksal. 
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FRANKLIN AND GERMANY: FURTHER EVIDENCE 
HIS REPUTATION THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 


The names two men and two only represented our nation 
foreign countries during the century that saw emerge from 
colonial status the dignity independence. These were George 
Washington, the military and political leader, and Benjamin 
Franklin, the spokesman for America the realms the intellect. 
Although both names were frequently joined the judgment 
their contemporaries, and especially those Germany, this study 
intends separate them and consider only the reputation 
Benjamin Franklin documented the words certain 
representative Germans during the last quarter the eighteenth 
century. 

The standard work English the subjeet Franklin’s 
influence German Benjamin Franklin and Germany, the 
doctoral dissertation Beatrice Marguerite Victory, published 
Number the America Germanica series the University 
Pennsylvania 1915. Dr. Victory discusses length Franklin’s 
visit Göttingen with Sir John Pringle the summer 1766, 
and subsequent chapters deals with ‘‘Franklin’s Reputation 
Europe Germany the Eighteenth Century’’, and with 
known Goethe, Schiller, Justus Möser, and Herder 
(Johann Fried.).’’ might argued that view the existence 
this painstaking piece scholarship there need pursuing 
the subject further, but, although Dr. Victory’s monograph con- 
tains much basic material, does not exhaust its subject and 
naturally cannot give consideration the material gathered 
the investigators the last generation. 

useful distinguish three periods the development 
Franklin’s reputation Germany. the first, prior 1776, 
known the conqueror lightning and inventor the 
lightning-rod. Indeed, would difficult name any other 
happening the eighteenth century which stimulated human 
imagination keenly did the famous experiment with the kite. 
Here was seen outstanding example the power man’s 
mind analyze and tame natural that had hitherto with- 
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stood all human efforts dominate them. Goethe, for instance, 
began assemble his diary the notes that ultimately grew into 
Dichtung und Wahrheit, assigned Franklin leading position 
among the producers the intelleetual elimate which his youth 
had been spent: ‘‘Constellation und Horoskop bei meiner Geburt. 
Von deutseher Literatur nicht die Rede. Grosze Ausländer. Vol- 
taire, Montesquieu. Vorbereitung zum künftigen Schicksal der Welt 
alles auszer Deutschland: Paoli, German periodicals 
devoted much attention Franklin’s experiments with eleetrieity, 
the earliest such artiele listed Baginsky being from the third 
volume the Bremisches Magazin zur Ausbreitung der Wissen- 
schaften Künste und Tugend for 1759. This was one year after the 
appearance Des Herrn Benjamin Franklin Esq. Briefe von der 
Elektrieität. Aus dem Engländischen übersetzet, nebst Anmerkung- 
von Wilcke, which according the same authority the 
earliest book dealing with Franklin’s work appear the 
German language.? 

During the second period Franklin’s fame, extending from 
1776 1785, became justly celebrated diplomat 
and the authorized representative Europe the American 
revolutionary cause. With German opinion divided between 
supporters England and those favoring the Colonies, was 
natural that opinions Franklin’s stand should also diverse. 
Thus find the Göttingen satirist and professor physies, 
Lichtenberg, calling Franklin ‘‘rebel,’’ was expected 
loyal Hanoverian subject King George III and one who 
had enjoyed the privilege number private conversations 
with that monarch. commented wittily the King’s action 
replacing the pointed lightning-rods previously used Queen 
Charlotte’s palace new type rounded rod: ‘‘Noch kränck- 
ender ist wenn man bedenckt, dasz vielleicht das Gantze jetzt 
angezettult worden ist dem Rebellen Fränklin eine kleine 
Contre-Rebellion However, the prejudices inspired 
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war eould not blind Lichtenberg Franklin’s true stature 
one the leading men the eentury. 1781, writing friend 
who was uncertain about accepting position private tutor 
which would take him Paris, used Franklin’s presence 
that city one the decisive arguments favor acceptance: 
“Sie sehen Paris mit allen seinen Herrlichkeiten, Lande, 
Buffon, Francklin, Jeaurat, LeRoi, pp., die herrlichen Gebäude, 
unzähligen Maschinen 

Very different from Lichtenberg’s hostility toward the cause 

American was the attitude evidenced the 
group youthful ‘‘Kraftgenies’’ who were beginning congre- 
gate Weimar and make that small town the fountainhead 
German literature. There the American Revolution was all the 
vogue. possess letter written Lenz during his 
unhappy stay Weimar, and addressed the Swiss physician 
Zimmermann, author Uber die Einsamkeit, which attests the 
pro-American spirit that prevailed: 
Hier mein treflicher Freund und Gönner die gedruckte Kopey eines Gedichts 
das der von Seiten seines Herzens wahrhaftig liebenswiirdige Lindau kurz vor 
seinem Abmarsch nach Amerika (der nun wirklich erfolgt ist) gemacht hat... 
beschwur uns, wenn wir mittelbar oder unmittelbar einigen Zusammenhang 
mit Amerika hiitten, dahin den Franklin oder General Washington 
kommen lassen. Wir wissen uns (Wieland, Goethe und ich) bey dieser 
Foderung niemand wenden, als Sie...da Sie die Sache der Freiheit 
auch unter allen Verhältnissen 

the closing years Franklin’s life and particularly the 
period just after his death 1790 had Germans 
the most varied political and philosophical outlooks the incarnation 
the humanitarian spirit the eighteenth century, ranking with 
Rousseau and Voltaire among the foremost defenders liberty, 
and inspiring Herder, well known, write his Humanitäts- 
For instance, the conservative August von Kotzebue, untir- 
ing German playwright and Russian state official, was delighted 
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felt the loss Major Andre particularly keenly: ‘‘Er und Sir 
Francis Clarke sind (ich sage nicht, weil beyde tod sind) sicherlich die 
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with the maxims Franklin, the philosopher eontentment, and 
author the famous Conversation with the Gout: 
Dieser kleine Aufsatz hat ein doppeltes Interesse, denn erstens hat Franklin ihn 
selbst und zwar französischer Sprache, während seines Aufenthalts Paris, 
zweitens erfährt man daraus die tägliche Lebensweise dieses merk- 
würdigen 
Later Kotzebue was marvel the freedom the English press 
which eontinued print Franklin’s political and philosophical 
writings even during the war for American 
Viel, recht viel Merkwürdiges und Schönes enthalten Franklin’s politische und 
philosophische Mannichfaltigkeiten, die vor dreiszig Jahren London... 
erschienen. Dasz man gerade diesem Zeitpunkte Franklin’s Werke solcher 
Art London drucken durfte (nämlich während des amerikanischen Krieges) 
beweist eine beneidenswerthe Pressfeiheit.® 

For the single year 1790 Baginsky lists three German works 
with least mention Franklin, and the same for 1791. 
1792 and 1793 there are five and six Franklin items listed respect- 
ively, but 1794 the number drops two and never rises again 
above three the closing years the Incomplete these 
figures necessarily are, they are almost certainly accurate from 
the relative standpoint. clear that German interest Franklin 
reached its peak the years immediately following his death. The 
outbreak the French Revolution, and its rapid transformation 
the government France from the absolutism the Bourbons 
the absolutism Robespierre, caused the memory Benjamin 
Franklin and the more temperate American Revolution gain 
still higher favor the minds all thinking Germans. Even 
Georg Forster, most radical the German intellectuals this 
period, and the only one among them throw his fortune 
definitely with the French Revolution, recognized the value 
using Franklin’s name give respectability the cause revolu- 
tion general. His Erinnerungen aus dem Jahre 1790 historisch- 
Gemälden und Bildnissen, which finally appeared 1793, fea- 
tured Franklin along with Emperor Joseph and the Austrian 
general Laudon. Forster took partieular pains seleet portrait 
Franklin which should the same time glorify the ideal 
liberty 
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Aus Franklins Leben könnte man die Scene schildern, der alte Voltaire 
seiner Gegenwart seinen Enkel, den jungen Knaben Franklin, einsegnet und die 
Worte, Dieu, Liberté, Tolérance: spricht. Voltaires und Franklins Gesichter 
sind bekannt und machen das Bild charakteristisch.10 
This was the form the portrait which was finally adopted al- 
though once Forster his mind and suggested pairing 
the portrait Franklin with that John Howard, the English 
prison reformer, ‘‘Weltweise und Wohltäter des Menschen- 
Finally Forster stipulated: ‘‘Von Franklin ist das 
Portrait, welches vor dem 2ten Bande der Berliner Monatsschrift 
steht (wozu ich selbst das Original gegeben habe) das 
Perhaps the greatest single step popularizing Benjamin 
Franklin late eighteenth century Germany was taken when the 
Göttingen professor and poet, Bürger, brought out 1792 
his translation the Autobiography under the title Benjamin 
Franklins Jugendjahre von ihm selbst für seinen Sohn 
This the book which the youthful Novalis recommended his 
younger brother, Erasmus von Hardenberg, June 1793 with 
these enthusiastic words: 
Kaufe Dir Franklins Jugendjahre und lasz dieses Buch und seinen Genius 
Deinen Begleiter sein; wirst mir gewisz fiir diese Bekanntschaft danken, 
die alltäglich sie scheint, doch herrlich und fruchtbar ist. Dir und 
Deinen Kräften muszt alles, was Dir fehlt, jeden Wunsch aufsuchen. 
kannst, wenn ehrlich und fleiszig Werke gehst, keinen Fehlgriff tun.14 


may appear astonishing observe Novalis, who has been 
regarded the prototype the German Romantieists, writing 
with such enthusiasm the American spokesman common sense 
and the profitable virtues, but this merely another instance 
the manysidedness the American’s appeal his younger Ger- 
man contemporaries. Actually Franklin held very high place 
the list great figures from all ages whom Friedrich von 
Hardenberg admired. October 1791 had written Professor 
Reinhold Jena letter full praise Schiller, which had 


declared 
wird nebst einem Manne, den mir die Bescheidenheit nennen verbietet, 
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der Erzieher des künftigen Jahrhunderts werden. Die Nachwelt zeigt ihm 
seinen Platz unter den kraftvollen Männern, die zur treffendsten, bittersten 
Charakteristik unserer Zeiten beinahe vergessen sind oder doch vernachlässigt 
unter ihrer Würde, Welcher Edle stimmt mir nicht bei, wenn ich Franklin, 


Linne, Haller, Newton, Bacon, Luther, Hutten, Galilei, Lessing, Leibniz, 
Spinoza, Michelangelo, d’Alembert, und Macchiavelli 


interesting note that, whereas Georg Forster had wanted 
Franklin and Voltaire portrayed the same illustration repre- 
sentatives the same philosophical school, Novalis made sharp 
distinction between them, and went the passage just cited 
eall the Frenchman quite bitterly one the ‘‘Modephilosophen 
und Modehelden unseres Jahrhunderts.’’ 


Franklin could included 1791 list men ‘‘almost 
forgotten...or least the German publishers did 
what they could the following years remedy this situation. 
translation the Autobiography was published Rott- 
mann Berlin 1792. Two years later Bertuch’s Industrie-Comp- 
toir Weimar brought out Benjamin Franklin’s kleine Schrift- 
meist der Manier des Zuschauers, nebst seinem Leben. Aus 
dem Englischen von Herder with his good reading 
knowledge the English language had not had wait for the 
German translation these essays. February 1794 wrote 
Professor Heyne Göttingen: ‘‘Darf ich Sie bitten...um 
giitige Mittheilung der neulich England herausgekommen Frank- 
linschen Sammlung von Aufsätzen. Die Sammlung unter 
dem Titel Political miscellaneous and philosophical pieces 
Franklin London 1799 besitze This was course the period 
which Herder was gathering material for his monumental 
tion Briefe zur Beförderung der Humanität. 


Another publisher who helped satisfy the widespread German 
euriosity about Franklin was Cotta Tübingen. Under date 
1795 published life Franklin the first volume series 
entitled Biographien für die know that Schiller 
received copy this work gift from his publisher, which 
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acknowledged rather laconically letter dated December 

Nor was interest Franklin the later 1790’s confined 
the intellectual circles Germany. When John Quincy Adams 
entered upon his service Berlin American Minister Prussia 
1797, found royalty itself curious know more ‘‘Poor 
Richard’’: 

Dee, 1797. went about five the the Princess 
Henry’s...she was Princess Hesse-Cassel, and about seventy years old. 
She made the common questions about America, General Washington &c., 
and inquired whether there were living any descendants Mr. 
Prince Henry, when visited the next day, revealed himself even 
more Franklin devotee than his wife: 

Dec. 1797. noon went appointment and was introduced the Baron 
Münchhausen Prince Henry (brother Frederick said that 
America was rising, while Europe was declining part the world... 
Mentioned Franklin, whose bust said kept, and made some enquiries 
respecting 

This not the place the enthusiasm for Franklin 
expressed such minor figures the German classical age 
Klinger, Hippel, Friedrich Leopold Stolberg, Professor Michaelis 
Göttingen, and Johann Heinrich Vosz. The various ways 
which each these men expressed his laudatory opinion Frank- 
lin are already listed the pages Vietory and Baginsky, and 
there need here more than remind the reader that 
admiration for Franklin was not confined any one literary 
school tendeney. 

time passes and gain the perspective century and 
half, becomes increasingly clear that Germany the 1790’s 
reached peak intelleetual produetivity that entitles 
position beside Periclean Athens and Renaissance Florence. The 
works Goethe and Schiller, Kant and Mozart, Novalis and 
have made subsequent generations people all 
nations their debtors, but must not forgotten that the develop- 
ment German national culture took place one the most 
internationally minded centuries, the eighteenth. this time 
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great men were partieularly proud eonsidered eitizens the 
world and their influence transcended national boundaries. The sig- 
nificance for German thought men like Voltaire, Rousseau, 
Swift, and Sterne, has long been universally acknowledged and 
fully documented. Now must conceded that great American, 
Benjamin Franklin, played his part shaping the development 
some the outstanding personalities German classicism. 


University Kentucky, 
Lexington, Kentucky 


TELEVISION 


Programs foreign language instruction are now being offered over 
stations WHAM-TV (Rochester), WBEN-TV (Buffalo), WAGA-TV (Atlanta), 
and doubtless others. you know others, please send post card MLA- 
Program, Washington Square North, New York New York. 


HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CONFERENCE THE ROLE 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES AMERICAN SCHOOLS 
(WASHINGTON, JANUARY AND 16, 1953) 


most interesting phenomenon American education, one 
which many scholars the field international understanding 
knew must inevitably eome the United States play its role 
effeetively world stage, the drive for more foreign language 
study. also good know that foreign language teachers have 
not inaugurated this present drive. Prominent leaders American 
education, such Dr. Earl MeGrath, former United States Com- 
missioner Education, Dr. Harold Benjamin, Chairman, Division 
Social Foundations Education, George Peabody College for 
Teachers, and Dr. Gordon MacKenzie, Chairman, Department 
Curriculum and Instruction, Teachers College, Columbia University, 
are questioning the meagerness the tools with which provide 
future citizens participate intelligently and effectively world 
affairs. 

For two days 300 educators, linguists, laymen, business men and 
foreign language teachers participated workshops and panel 
exploring the feasibility introducing foreign language 
study into the elementary school curriculum. This necessity 
posed certain questions: 

What are the values and objectives such program? 

What kind foreign language curriculum should intro- 

What languages shall taught 

How can the program administered 

What type teacher education program needed for 
training language teachers the elementary 

The members the Conference were delighted find that 
present there are already many successful experiments taking 
place throughout the country, especially the South and South- 
west. Mention must made here the major work classes 
foreign languages for the gifted children the Cleveland Public 
Schools under the direction Dr. Sauzé. The latter experiment 
has been going for more than years! Two trends thinking 
are obvious these programs. One group believes that all children 
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democracy should exposed (Los Angeles, San Diego). 
The other group believes that foreign language learning should 
part the enrichment program for the gifted child (Cleveland). 

Great caution must exercised developing program and 
methodology. The approach practiced high schools and 
must greatly modified. Experimentation has shown 
that children the grades learn certain aspects language 
much more readily then than later. Children are less inhibited and 
therefore more eager materials than their older 
brothers and sisters. The oral-aural approach with the interspersal 
variety activities such stories, games, plays, songs, dialogues 
and folk dancing seems best. Wherever possible, the materials used 
should merge with the daily activities the classroom, especially 
the classroom teacher herself teaching the language. Otherwise, 
there should close collaboration between language teacher and 
regular classroom teacher. wise idea refrain from any 
formal grammar study and reading activity the first two years 
language study the elementary grades. Maximum use should 
made auditory and visual teaching materials. 

The elementary language program must not terminal but 
possess continuity which goes through the junior and senior 
high school levels. This must done are attain fair 
degree competency language. Whatever adjustment 
articulation must made should come the higher levels. 

The prospective teacher for the elementary language program 
should have good pronunciation and intonation, have reasonable 
amount fluency and wealth cultural background. But first 
all, must know the children that age level 
and thoroughly familiar with the elementary school program. 

During the present period all possible sources 
securing language teachers should tapped. Certain elementary 
school teachers with foreign language background from home 
through schooling should encouraged tackle the job. Either 
the addition course two some elementary language 
methods work, travel the country, participation summer 
language workshop, in-service training under the direction 
college methods teachers and high school teachers, should establish 
feeling competency these teachers. Foreign language 
specialists with keen understanding elementary education 
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might used traveling teachers for several elementary schools. 
There also great need instructional guides which the teacher 
could adapt the needs and interests her particular group. 

evident from many surveys that the publie keenly 
interested our endeavor. However, promote and keep this 
interest, convince administrators and educators its value, 
need set demonstration classes, appear before parent groups, 
public meetings, radio and television, and the press. 
must advertise. 

According reports the conference the following public 
schools have elementary programs German: 

Washington, D.C. German taught where teacher resources are avail- 

able. Kindergarten through grade 
Morton School, West Lafayette, Indiana. German grade 
Waverley, Iowa. German grade Daily. Taught professor from 
Wartburg College. 

Clinton-Peabody School, Saint Louis, Missouri. German grade 

Perth Amboy, New Jersey. German taught from grade through 

San Antonio, Texas. German taught from grade through 12. 
Teachers who have elementary German language programs 
certain denominational parochial schools the country should 
solicited send information about such programs THE 
GERMAN Materials are sorely needed. need also 
bibliography texts, song books, games and playlets for 
the prospective elementary teacher German. 

Exhibits materials and pupil projects were hand every- 
where the Conference, except for the German language program. 
seemed that Spanish and French were dominating the picture, 
eoncern the Commissioner Education, since feels that 
need large pools experts other languages well. would 
behoove our organization get busy and produce materials, start 
pilot studies with few German programs elementary schools, 
especially the Middle West and the Middle States. Our 
editor will give most generously space for such endeavor, 
since upon depends the growth German language, literature 
and civilization study the higher levels education. This Con- 
ference should the beginning, the clarion call the major task 
which now lies before us. 
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CONFERENCE EDITORS 


The Modern Language Association America played host New York 


April and five editors foreign language professional The 
editor-guests were Julio del Toro, Modern Language Journal (official journal 
the National Federation Modern Language Teachers Héléne 
Harvitt, French Review (official journal the American Association Teach- 
ers French); Donald Walsh, Hispania (official journal the American 
Association Teachers Spanish and Portuguese); Stuart Atkins, 
GERMAN QUARTERLY (official journal the American Association Teachers 
German); and John Workman, Monatshefte (official journal the 
German Section the Central States Modern Language Teachers Association). 
Jack Stein, Acting Editor Germanic Review, attended observer. 
Present from the MLA staff were William Parker, Executive Secretary, 
Director the Foreign Language Program, and Editor PMLA; Grant 
Loomis, Associate Secretary; John Fisher, Treasurer; Robert Taylor, 
Assistant Editor; Kenneth Mildenberger, Research Assistant; and Annabelle 
MaeMillan, Assistant the Executive Secretary. Four sessions were held 
the MLA offices, Washington Square North, New York N.Y. 

The purposes the conference were (a) informally ways 
which the professional journals might promote communications with teachers 
concerning the MLA Foreign Language Program; and (b) discuss general 
and specific editorial problems with the aim improving the individual 
effectiveness the journals. The conferees concurred the basic assumption 
that the meeting was held for the purpose exchanging ideas; resolutions 
were proposed, and conferees were not formally committed the carrying 
out any the ideas mentioned. 

Concerning the first purpose the meeting, the following suggestions 
grew out the discussion: (1) that each editor print account the 
conference his journal; (2)that Mr. Parker write article, published 
all the journals, explaining how the individual teacher may most effectively 
assist the cause foreign language study locally; (3) that the MLA 
circulate among the editors pertinent foreign language data such statistics, 
favorable quotations, and very recent developments, printed their 
(4) that the MLA circulate among the editors dated periodic 
reports the progress the Program, printed their discretion; 
(5) that the editors devote part their respective departments concerned with 
professional news such communications dealing with the Program, or, 
preferably, that they institute separate departments for this purpose; (6) that 
the MLA headquarters recognized the clearinghouse for all information 
which might contribute the success the Program, and the various 
editors cooperate fully directing such information the MLA; (7) that 
each editor print note explaining that the MLA seeking identify and 
communicate with the numerous state and local bulletins, newsletters, and 
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similar publications the field foreign language instruction, and 
that the MLA would appreciate information and sample issues from these 
local editors. 

Concerning the second purpose the conference, there was general agree- 
ment that the following cooperative measures would promote the effectiveness 
all the journals: (1) that the editors regularly exchange all the publications 
represented the conference; (2) that the editors pursue policy re- 
directing submitted MSS, where advisable, more suitable journal, and that 
they exchange information concerning needs and surpluses publishable MSS; 
(3) that the MLA act coordinating agency for the interchange data 
concerning general circulation, subscribing libraries, printing costs, ete. 

The editors also discussed the benefits and difficulties the possible 
formation department foreign language study the National Education 
Association, and the advisability instituting junior memberships the 


various organizatons represented. 


BOSTON CHAPTER, A.A.T.G. 

The Boston Chapter met Saturday, January 17th, p.m. the Phillips 
Brooks House, Harvard University, Cambridge. Words greeting were 
extended the president, Professor Myrvaagnes Tufts College, who 
explained the drive for new A.A.T.G. members and the privilege Junior 
Membership offered students not yet full time teaching positions. 

Dr. Maria Roos Duesseldorf, Germany, guest the United States 
under the auspices the Department Labor, was our speaker. Speaking 
Erziehungswesen Deutschland,’’ she gave bright and interesting 
comparison the German school system with that the United States. She 
also compared the schools today with those under the Hitler regime: there 
strong effort Germany today democratize the schools; parents may 
now determine where and how children will and courses citizen- 
ship are given all the schools, for teachers well pupils. She attributed 
any German student facility with foreign languages the fact that their study 
begun the elementary schools point clearly emphasized the national 
M.L.A. convention Boston last December) and the fact that pupils 
Germany spend least four five hours daily intensive home study. 
The long school day, the hours home study, and fewer holidays prohibit any 
part-time student employment. 

The lecture was followed lively question and answer period which 
many problems present day Germany were discussed. The usual social 
hour followed. 

Brighton High School ANNA O’BRIEN, Secretary 


HUDSON VALLEY CHAPTER, A.A.T.G. 

The Fall Meeting the Hudson Valley Chapter was held Siena College, 
Loudonville, November 15, 1952. Miss Nita Willits, the new Chapter Presi- 
dent, opened the meeting. After words the Very Rev. Bertrand 
Campbell, President Siena College, Dr. Ernst Waldinger Skidmore 
College spoke und Blut-und-Boden-Ideologie.’’ contrasted 
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true which does not attempt idealize the farmer, with 
the Nazi variant, for which Knut Hamsun furnished the 
theory. The interesting talk was based study German, Austrian and 
French writers. 

The Business Meeting followed. The Treasurer reported balance 
$128.30. Regret was voiced the absence, through illness, Mrs. Norma 
Stengel, the former Chapter President. invitation hold the next Fall 
Meeting Sage College was received and accepted. letter and 
resolution received from the New York State Federation Foreign Language 
Teachers concerning the revision examination procedures for the Approval 
Oral Work, the Syllabus and the Regents Examination and the 
inclusion language questions the Regents Scholarship Examination were 
discussed the group and commented upon Mr. Roy Mosher, Super- 
visor Foreign Languages Education. The Chapter voted ask for more 
definite information the resolution and its background. was voted 
make Miss Frances Meyer, retired, honorary member the chapter. 

After luncheon the college cafeteria the afternoon session started 
2:30. Miss Ursula Hoffmann, German exchange teacher now Albany High 
talked about ‘‘Unterschiede deutschen und amerikanischen Schul- 
wesen.’’ Germany, school attendance compulsory from the age 
the age 15. The first four years are spent the 
after that various types schools offer various kinds training. The 
Schule’’ provides liberal education which prepares the student 
for the university. different from the America high school that 
does not stress citizenship education job training. Coeducation still 
exception. Except few states, German students still pay for tuition and 
books, but there are ‘‘Freistellen’’ for gifted children. The discussion 
brought out that the Schule’’ still attended 
mainly children middle class homes. The statement that the relations 
between teachers and students are now just friendly Germany they are 
here was supported two German exchange students, Marie von Choltitz 
Skidmore College and Rita Levening Russell Sage College. The meeting 
closed with inspection Siena College’s Language Laboratory. 


Kingston High School, ILse SELMER, Secretary 
Kingston, 


NEW JERSEY CHAPTER, A.A.T.G. 
The Annual Spring Meeting the New Jersey Chapter was held Friday, 
March 1953, the Cadillae Restaurant, Newark. The Chairman, Professor 
Werner Hollmann, opened the meeting 6:15 p.m. and weleomed Professor 
Werner Neuse, President the A.A.T.G., who attended the meeting. Professor 
Neuse gave brief address reminding the members the chapter the great 
difficulties that teachers German are facing and asked them meet these 
difficulties boldly. 
The speakers the evening were Miss Elsa Ebeling (Principal, P.S.208, 
Brooklyn, N.Y.), Mrs. Ruth Greiner (Somerville Elementary School), and 
Miss Margaret McCormack (Supervising Principal, Somerville Elementary 
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School). The was: Teaching Foreign Languages Elementary Schools. 
They reported the methods and excellent results teaching French and 
Spanish elementary schools Somerville, J., and Brooklyn, Y., 
the latter school with experience over twenty years. The difficulty 
finding elementary school teachers trained teach languages was 
the discussion, Dr. Moldaschl spoke about the possibility ‘‘in service 
training’’ for elementary school teachers while they are teaching foreign 
language. Professor Alice Schlimbach read list States where German 
being taught elementary schools. The meeting adjourned 10:15 p.m. 

Upsala College Eva Secretary 


RHODE ISLAND CHAPTER, A.A.T.G. 

new chapter has been formed Rhode Island, with the following officers: 
President: Lucille Itter, University Rhode Island; Secretary-Treasurer: 
Karl Weimar, Brown University; First Vice President: Rose Presel, Hope 
High School; Second Vice President; Esther Hagstrom, East Pawtucket 
High School. 

The first meeting was held jointly with the local chapter the American 
Association Teachers French December 1952 the University 
Rhode Island. Dr. Frank Hirschbach Yale University spoke Thomas 
Mann’s Magic Mountain, and Miss Jan Schmults, Barrington High School, 
told her experiences France International Exchange Program. After 
luncheon Professor Arséne Croteau, the University Connecticut, delivered 
the principal address, Language, not Less.’’ 

Brown University WEIMAR, Secretary 


PLACEMENT SERVICE 
Man middle years, Wisconsin wide experience Eastern and 
Southern colleges and universities, seeks position Associate Professor 
German. Has also taught English. Excellent references. Key: 7-A. 
Woman, 57, widow, German, University Hamburg Ph.D., who speaks 
German, Spanish and French, available for summer fall 1953. Key: 9-A. 
Man, Michigan State M.A. (English Education), seeks position teaching 
German, French, Comparative Education Foreign Study department. Now 
teaching English, German and French while completing Ph.D. Germany. 


Key: 10A. 


PMLA 
Members the Modern Language Association America willing donate 
their subscriptions PMLA the libraries seminars Swiss, German 
Austrian universities may arrange communicating with the 
Secretary the M.L.A. 


INFORMATION ABOUT GERMANY TODAY 
The advertising agency Stephen Goerl Associates, East 43rd Street, New 
York 17, Y., will upon request furnish teachers German with copies 
the following items: Studying Germany, page illustrated brochure with 
large colored map published the German Central Tourist Association; 
Today: Short, Informative Talk for Use Club Leaders’’ 
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mimeograpned pages, with short ‘‘Ten Questions and Answers 
about Germany Today’’ mimeographed pages, with short bibliography) 
and ‘‘Information Guide No. I’’ (12 mimeographed pages), which 
appended list further classroom and club materials, such March 
Time film, the quarterly German Review and the German-English quarterly 


Berlin, that may obtained from them, 


EDMUND MILLER 

The Director the European Program the University Maryland, 
Dr. Edmund Miller, died his home Heidelberg, Germany, January 
29, 1953, his fifty-third year. After study here and abroad received his 
doctorate from Johns Hopkins 1933. taught St. Johns College and 
the universities Delaware and Maryland. was the organizer the 
German Junior Year Munich (1935-9) and Zurich (1945-50), and 
directed the Graduate Year Abroad the University Maryland from 1947 
1950. 


SPECIAL LANGUAGE TEACHING PROGRAM 

The Institute Languages and Linguistics, Georgetown University (1719 
Massachusetts Avenue N.W., Washington D.C.), announces Special 
Language Teaching Program for in-service instruction language teachers 
the pre-college level. The Program offers theoretical seminars correlated 
with practical language courses utilizing the findings modern language 
research together with the gained the Institute. The Program 
runs from June August 14, 1953. Enrollment limited partici- 
pants. Preference given order application those actively engaged 
foreign language teaching. Address all communications about the Program 
the above Institute. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE DELTA PHI ALPHA CHAPTER ADVISERS 
(Boston, December 28, 1952) 

his Chapter Letter February 12, 1953, the National President Delta 
Phi Alpha, Professor Herbert Peisel, reports that the Annual Conference 
Chapter Advisers was attended advisers and guests. Professor Frank 
Reinsch, Honorary Member the National Council, presided. was 
reported that only one chapter now dormant, and that the chapters, now 
numbering 74, have total membership 10,357. Professor Appelt 
the University Rochester spoke how the honorary fraternity can play 
vital role the life German Department, especially establishing 
community contacts. Individual chapter representatives then reported briefly 
the problems and activities their own chapters. Group singing followed 
adjournment the meeting. 
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Handbuch der Germanischen Philologie, Berlin: Walter 

Gruyter Co., 1952, xx, 820 pp., plates, ill., DM32. 
Let one deceived the title this volume: neither attempt 
eondense Grundriss nor elementary book. what many Handbücher 
are not: work that one would like have arm’s reach for ready and 
quick information and for bibliography variety subjects. ean 
used with profit student and advanced scholar alike. The term 
used its old inclusive sense. Table contents and index are full and, 
far have checked, adequate and reliable; misprints are rare. The style 
clear and readable, though times leaves the impression that the author 
transcribing his lecture notes. The first pages are devoted Begriffe 
der germanischen Philologie’’; 38-166 der germanischen 
Philologie’’; 166-747 der germanischen Philologie’’; 757 the 
end The fourteen pages more less philosophical 
introduction seem least valuable, though they contain much use and 
interest. 

The history Philology very welcome survey, there has 
been adequate one since the second edition Paul’s Grundriss. When 
Stroh devotes two-thirds the space the Brothers Grimm unnecessarily 
overbalances the section. Granted that the Grimms have been neglected; that 
there satisfactory account their life and work; that there has been 
lamentable tendency ignore them consider their work outmoded, yet 
this was not the place attempt supply the gap. Some the many and 
long quotations could profitably have been omitted. The space gained should 
have been devoted some the many later Germanisten, who are omitted 
from the account. Only ‘von Gierke and Heusler are granted any 
extensive mention, and they get only four and half pages together. There 
should have been clear outline the discipline after Grimm and his con- 
temporaries: the revolution the Junggrammatiker; the reassessment be- 
ginning shortly before 1914 and not yet complete; the abortive but not wholly 
unproductive siege the old citadel the Neuphilologen’’; the 
great significance for all linguistic studies the work the German Dialect 
Atlas; the fundamental importance Baesecke’s laborious and monumental 
studies for all historical and critical studies language and literature; the 
great work Frings and his school the past thirty years providing 
new basis for investigating and interpreting the development and spread 
linguistic phenomena, work that unknown the English and Romance 
philologists well the new school structural linguists. There should 
also have been, since literature included, least sketch the trend 
literary research since the days Gervinus, attempt evaluate Scherer 
and the historical school, the rise and the decline the Geisteswissenschaften, 
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the groping for new perspective the twenties and thirties, frank state- 
ment outline the effect National Socialism, and eagerly awaited 
all few words concerning the rebirth since 1945. For that there such 
revival apparent, and few words appendix, dated 1952, would have 
been possible. All this may too much ask handbook, but since Stroh 
did something the sort for linguistics the middle the nineteenth 
should have done either more less, (The Junggrammatiker are 
treated pp. 313-315, and some the other topics are mentioned elsewhere, 
but they should have been brought under the head 

should stressed that this book heavily weighted the side 


4 


Philologie.’’ Scandinavian and English not receive adequate 
enough orient the specialist the history German. 


work eminently suited handbook for scholars 


treatment, onl 
Nevertheless 
interested any phase European civilization, for the bibliographies are 


basis for further study. 


sufficiently full prov 

The title the important chapter Volkheit’’ (pp. 166-271) has un- 
pleasant ring, but would loss provide substitute; includes 
ethnography, sociology, folklore, both ancient and modern. attempt 
delineate the history and relationships the various groups. This 
amplified and carried out detail the subsequent chapter 
(pp. 272-756), that includes everything: Sprache, Namen, Schrift, Schrifttum 
(Literatur), Glaube (Religion), Sittlichkeit (too brief satisfactory), 
Sitte und Brauch, Recht, Kunst, Siedlung. some the section proper 
names may seem needlessly long, but since there has been recent brief 
account this important field investigation one can only applaud this 
elear and informative section. The selection the topics under mythology 
and folklore good and should lead the tyro wider, greener pastures. The 
chapter Law will read many who would put down Karl 
von Amira’s book (Paul’s Grundriss) after the first few pages. 

matters detail there would much say and two readers would 
agree. Information expected one section often found another, but this 
unavoidable and the index provides the necessary pathfinder. The bibli- 
ographies could only selective and they include references the fuller 
bibliographies. the list periodicals one misses Modern Language 
Notes, The Germanic Review, Monatshefte, Modern Language Review, Year- 
book Modern Language Studies, and Neophilologus; THE GERMAN QUARTER- 
should have been mentioned appropriate place (p. 35). Work 
Progress and the American Bibliography PMLA should also have been 
listed. Dissertations are unfortunately longer listed ZfdPh. The bibli- 
ographical indications for other languages should have been bit more 
ample. Very valuable the bibliography for the Brothers Grimm, especially 
the place publication the letters. The latter was intended complete 
but not: Jacob’s letters Savigny (p. 59) are lost; they are not the 
Savigny papers now the Westdeutsche Bibliothek Marburg and may have 
been missing when Reinhold Steig tried gain access them fifty years ago. 
Steig’s important book should have been listed pp. 59-60, not 110. Sketchy 
extreme are the accounts English and American (p. 218 ff.), less the 
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linguistic ones (p. 364 ff.). The first paragraph 221 does not consider 
the revolutionary effects the immigration into U.S.A. since 1890. Specimen 
inaccuracies the section English language are: 336 Wyld’s history 
has appeared 4th ed.; 367 Tolkien’s reader should not have been 
omitted; 368 Moore’s syntax and the second volume Ekwall are 
essential; 369 Ekwall should have appeared under dialects; 370 Roget 
could have been ignored, but the omission the New International Dictionary 
monumental; 371 the Chicago dictionary complete and largely 
the work Dr. Matthews mention his name was order; 
Thorndike’s American Glossary would hardly useful German student 
scholar who not specialist. Under Frisian 372 Heuser’s book should 
have been ignored, since has been replaced Steller, whose much better 
work unfortunately also has numerous errors and Afrikaans 376 
could have been characterized few sentences and better bibliography 
provided. The description Sehrt’s dictionary Old Saxon inaccurate. 
Mansion’s Ahd. Lesebuch not ‘‘zur Einführung geeignet.’’ The extended 
account Bunge’s examination the Hildebrandslied ms. pp. 594-597 
was hardly worth while when Baesecke was dismissed with three lines and 
mention made the Der deutsche Abrogans. The specimens from the 
older literature and law are doubtful value and consumed precious space. 
But this enough quibbling. Professor Stroh has placed all his 
debt with eminently readable, inclusive and useful work. Such book must 
contain hundreds errors and inaccuracies, and cannot satisfy all interests 
and tastes. Also, should remembered how difficult get foreign 
publications post-war Germany. wide distribution the Handbuch 
desirable; should all college libraries and the private libraries 
serious students. 
Harvard University, TAYLOR STARCK 
Cambridge, Mass. 


HAUPTMANN, GERHART, Bahnwärter Thiel and Fasching, ed. Stirk. (Black- 
well’s German Texts.) Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1952. xxxvi, pp. 

This new edition Hauptmann’s early stories deserves warm welcome from 
teachers second-year college classes. Fasching has never been printed for 
school use before, and Stirk’s edition Bahnwärter Thiel has been done with 
exemplary care. His scholarly and well written introduction describes Haupt- 
mann correctly the most representative German author between 1889 and 
1946, the most internationally known next Goethe, and essentially 
European despite his uneasy wavering, after 1933, between his detestation 
the Nazis and his loyalty Germany. One only approve the selection 
such author for introducing the student the treasures modern German 
literature. One the stories ranks among Hautpmann’s most popular works, 
and both belong his early period, which definitely established his place 
literary history: Stirk’s particular choices are thus entirely appropriate. 
short bibliography directs ambitious students further information and pene- 
tration. 

The appendix the two stories contains the poems ‘‘Im Nachtzug’’ and 
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und Himmelssehnsucht’’ (from Das bunte Buch). Ample notes with 
good explanations and translations are found pp. 57-68, questions and exer- 
eises for the class room pp. 69-71. The Vocabulary omits the words 
Wadepuhl-Morgan’s Minimum Standard German Vocabulary and gives only 


the most necessary meanings the words included. The printing generally 
good, and only few misprints could spotted. the plural 


darm’’ should given 

New York University, Ernst 

New York, 

Society for the History of the German in Maryland. Twenty-eighth Beport. 
Baltimore: Furst Company, 1953. 94pp. $1.00. 

importance studies regional history. 


Scholars today ree 
this field, and the venerable Maryland 


American-German 
Society outstanding it. 

Good German teachers weleome the historical background American-German 
subjects afford and the warm tie they help create between two peoples. The 
best way understand the workings the American experiment under- 


stand the details that make up. Two articles are particularly illuminating 


this respect: Frostburg 1882. German Strikers vs. German Strike Breakers,’’ 
and ‘‘A Baltimore Pioneer Proprietary Medicine.’’ Klaus Wust’s 
scholarly ‘‘German Printing Virginia’’ the most valuable contribution 
this report, which rounded out information about the Society and 
bibliographies. Dieter Cunz’s good translation John Brown’s patriotic 
poem ‘‘National Hymn’’ omitted from the table contents; repetition 
(p. 78) the only other error noted. 
Kine 


Rochester, New York 


Goethe’s Faust. Part and abridged version translated 
New York: Oxford University Press, 1952. 306 pp. 
Although Mr. MacNeice his Introduction terms his translating Faust ‘‘a 
foolhardy undertaking,’’ the contemporary reader will probably find his 
version more satisfying than any which has preceded it. Intended primarily 
for radio broadcast (written at the request of the BBC and broadcast, Pt. I in 
two installments and Pt. four, the fall 1949 honor the Goethe 
the translation represents about two-thirds the original text, 
which means that scenes such Auerbach’s Cellar, the Walpurgisnachts- 
traum,’’ the Carnival Part II, much the Classical Walpurgisnacht, the 
first part the Helena, much the battle Act IV, and lines dealing with 
what the author considers grotesquerie’’ the burial scene, have 
been omitted. One who knows the German its entirety will regret these drastic 
but English-speaking reader new the material will probably not 
altogther aware the lacunas; will, moreover, charmed the spon- 
taneity the production and forgetful that translation has before him. 
Mr. MacNeice aims line-for-line translation, and prosody close 
Goethe’s possible. Perhaps the success his undertaking lies the 
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fact that himself poet merit (it interesting note that the 
slender volume his poems published since the translation, more mature 
form and thought than most his earlier work, there are definite echoes 
Faustian themes), and that had collaborator Stahl, who insured 
basic scholarly correctness and interpretive balance. The result remarkably 
felicitous product, close the German spirit and even tone throughout. 
sure, there are few lines which repetition has been used fill out 
the meter, and more notably some famous lines poorly rendered (for example, 
Gretchen’s soliloquy the spinning wheel). One has the feeling that much- 
quoted lines the translator tried avoid the obvious, often used translations. 
times images are substituted, rather than literal translation forced, 
order preserve the original quality (1.3483: Such queer fish too must have 
room swim muss auch solche Käuze geben). Technical virtuosity 
shown the smooth rendition the difficult weak rimes the German 
(especially the Chorus Spirits Act and the choruses Act V). The 
translator perhaps his best the light-hearted scenes with Mephisto and 
Homunculus, where the animation and freshness the German find their 
equivalent the English: 

(astonished): flaming midget! What one’s never seen! 

related, Most wondrously but only half created; Having lack 
intellectual qualities But quite devoid concrete functionalities. Till now 
his glass all that gives him weight, But next yearns incorporate.’’ 

REED 

Belmont, Massachusetts 


MERRILL C., Graphic German Grammar. Stoughton, Mass.: Merrill 
Hill (1952). pp. $1.00. 
This six-page chart sturdy but flexible cardboard punched fit 
notebook taking pages 814 inches. Printed black and red, offers 
all paradigms and some typical phrases and with their 
inflectional endings other important elements emphasized the use 
red type. could used with considerable profit students who have 
compose German, and advantageously those who are attempting master 
German inflections for the first time. The author has achieved both accuracy 
and remarkable degree completeness his application the principles 


visual aid the problem compact German grammar. 


ZEYDEL, EDWIN H., and Quincy, Poems Walther von 
der Vogelweide. Ithaca: Thrift Press, 1952. 78pp. 
The best previous transiation Walther into English has been that Ian 
Colvin. Depite the enthusiastic and thus Waltherian quality Colvin’s 
versions, his work lacks the scholarship which distinguishes the Zeydel-Morgan 
collection. The latter are masters MHG: for säze and sträze ‘byway’ and 
‘highway’ are preferable accuracy and connotation ‘alley’ and ‘street’. 
Their metrics are impeccable; compare the translations Ich saz eime 
steine. textual details such the stanzaic arrangement Nemt, frouwe 
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the meaning höre frouwe (Under der linden) Zeydel and Morgan are 
obviously more conscious the problems involved. The introduction alone 


reveals the superiority the present translators, who have produced model 
brevity and careful statement. After comparing Colvin’s 
with that ‘‘influences’’ Zeydel-Morgan, one can easily decide 
which safer for the student. And the student with some German will 
interested the originals facing pages. 

Zeydel-Morgan concentrate upon the ‘‘famous poems’’ love and auto- 
biographical content; the political spriiche have already been done Colvin. 
Although Colvin twice many selections omits lyrics like sult 
sprechen, Uns hat der winter, der sumer, Muget schouwen, Herzeliebez 
frouwelin, all found the new collection. More than half the Zeydel- 
Morgan choices are available their British predecessor; but skillful lyric 
translators should not refused the right labor. One question 
oceurs concerning the inclusion NHG translations various hands. The 
space might have been used for additional poems. 

Without the contributions Zeydel and Morgan one could not pretend 
treat the medieval period the translation’’ they 
continue their efforts possible that Thomas Mann will not the only 
German author known the literary undergraduate and his development, the 
general reader. 

GEORGE SCHOOLFIELD 
University Buffalo, 
Buffalo, New York 


SPALDING, Historical Dictionary German Figurative Usage. 
Fascicle anfiihlen. Oxford: Basil Blackwell (and New York: The 
Company), 1952. viii, pp. $2.25. 

When completed, Professor Spalding’s Dictionary German Figurative Usage 
will important reference work for advanced students, teachers and 
semanticists. will stand with and supplement Kluge, Paul, and Triibner, cach 
its own way marking milestone progress dictionary making. The 
and adeptness the idiomatie expressions will delight English 
readers. The well-documented word histories can read for pure enjoyment 
the same way that Hermann Paul hoped that his Deutsches Wörterbuch 
would read, namely 

The entire dictionary appear twenty-four fascicles and should run 
1000 pages more. This would somewhat larger than Paul’s Wörterbuch, 
but the number entries should about the same, because Spalding’s 
Dictionary printed with larger type and the pages are not crowded. 
Spalding avoids excessive duplication the material Paul, however, 
limiting his entries the literature since 1750 and omitting Paul’s 
extensive articles the small particles like and an. Paul’s dictionary 
selective. Spalding’s even more so, although many colloquial and recent 
items not found Paul are found Spalding. 

The phrase figurative usage’’ the title denotes more than just figures 
speech. Popular etymologies, truneated proverbs and idioms have been 
added. This dictionary intended... help the non-German his under- 
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standing German fixed formulae.’’ Indeed, Spalding seems have selected 
most his items the basis what thinks the English-speaking student 
German likely need. just for this reason that the non-German 
reader will find this book valuable work reference. 

KREYE 
University Kansas, 


Lawrence, Kansas 


Kinp, and Chemie und Technik. New York: 
Henry Holt Company (1952). xi, 194, pp. $3.60. 
This volume, devoted entirely the field chemistry, samples its organic 
and branches. Abundantly with photographie reproduc- 
tions, diagrams and chemical formulas, based Rudolf Winderlich’s 
Lehrbuch der Chemie fiir héhere Lehranstalten (5th ed., 1949). Boldface 
frequently used designate topics and important principles, phrases words. 
Several features are outstanding: unsually large variety topics 
presented factually and concisely; the internal structure all major topics 
exhibits clear development progressing from the stating the chemical 
properties and characteristics elements their practical applications; there 
list grammatical, stylistic and biographeal references attached each 
chapter; and the vocabulary well compiled and includes fully the unusually 
broad and up-to-date technical terminology applicable chemistry and the 
chemical industry, feature not often found texts German. 
Several constructive criticisms, however, should made. (1) The con- 
ciseness style leads occasionally loss smoothness which noticeable 
also English translation. The insertion connectives such (40.15), 
d.h. und (76.13 and 14), and nämlich (91.2) would this. 
(2) The lists syntactical explanations following the various chapters could 
more fully developed individual points (see page 12; 16, 
43); sometimes they could supplemented explanations such trans- 
lation problems the removal the verbal element from the end both 
clauses, the main and the dependent. (3) There should also reference 
the choice gender with nouns like das die Molekel. (4) The 
use either the capital small initial letter following colon when the 
latter has the function the word namely, especially when the expression 
after the colon complete sentence, not always consistent (compare 125.12 
with 133.2). The omission comma would the 
terseness style (39.30, after harten); or, comma could added for the 
same reason (129.15, after fehlenden). times there could better choice 
words (67.29, unter for zwischen?). (5) Several expressions are awkward 
(106.15, 191.16). (6) Unclear relationships facts several times 
(158.12-14 188.27-31; compare the latter item with the meaning Kiipe 
given vocabulary). (7) least two instances the facts involved should 
checked either for better comprehensiveness substance (73.26-28 and 
107.10-11). may true that silicates furnish large portion what the 
soil scientist calls but most assuredly they not furnish den Acker- 
boden; there very complex interrelationship other factors involved. 
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Likewise, ealeium chloride, contrary the statement that almost unusable, 
very widely used de-icing agent highways and sidewalks. (8) The 
following printing errors 122.8 Fetten should Fette; 144.11 Isomeren 
should Isomere; and 145.8, 11, the parts spelled Klopfest klopfest 
should Klopffest and klopffest DeVries’ German-English Technical and 
Engineering Dictionary). Finally, 153.11 Das should Die, and 176.2 Schilpat 
should 

All points (1-8) mentioned the foregoing paragraph can, however, easily 
taken care the editor’s office. They not detract appreciably from 
the substantial contribution texts German the field 
chemistry. doubt that ‘‘any student German, matter what his field 
scientific specialization’’ would find this reader suitable; experience 
presenting subject material from only one even several select fields 
knowledge general class students German speaks against 
such assumption. The general student wants variety, and the mass tech- 
nical chemical information given and the necessity his having consider- 
able technical chemical background constitute important factors which have 
taken into consideration. Nonetheless, this text has fundamental merits 
which, already pointed out, constitute definite contribution. should 
find ready and stimulating acceptance such classes are exclusively 
devoted, almost so, the field chemistry. would introduce this volume 
the second half the student’s year. 

RADIMERSKY 
Michigan State College, 
East Lansing, Michigan 


Erika, Elementary German. Boston: Houghton-Mifflin Company, 1952, 
xiv, 141 pp. $2.00. 

Elementary German possesses the virtue being one the briefest the 
various brief elementary grammars which are popular late. The book 
divided into twenty-three lessons; however, reducing grammar presenta- 
tion barest essentials and limiting the vocabulary, Erika Meyer has 
succeeded compressing these lessons into ninety-one pages. She justifies 
the brevity her book her preface, where she states that she has written 
aid for the experienced teacher who has already worked out his own 
methods instruction and who likes teach elementary grammar his own 
individual way. 

The pattern the lessons roughly the same throughout the book. Each 
begins with statement grammatical principles. This statement, brief and 
the point, followed three exercises three different types: con- 
nected reading passage; series Fragen some form substitution drill; 
and sentences translated into German. Numerous review sentences 
this latter type are further provided pp. ff. Grammatical principles 
searcely more and compactly presented than they are 
this book. Perhaps they are times bit too brief, even when considered 
terms the author’s stated aims, but far they they are wonderfully 
elear and lucid. 


224 THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


Among brief grammars available this certainly one the best. has 
been carefully constructed with the same care and conscientiousness which 
went into the preparation the Meyer readers and should prove most 
useful course where the elements German grammar must mastered 
the shortest possible time. The order presentation and the limited amount 
vocabulary material should make the book useful well course where 
the instructor wishes his students acquire active mastery the language. 
Here, too, however, will most appreciated the experienced instructor 
who has already developed his own methods and techniques and seeks only 
clear, succinct, and highly abbreviated presentation the basic principles 


German grammar. 
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Written simple German, this text presents six short, parallel 
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students German are lead better understandnig the 
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long span history. Adapted the abilities college 
students their third semester German study, the book 
supplemented set questions for each chapter; 
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cussed. 184 pages, $2.50. 


Erich Funke State University Iowa 


This book has been designed lead students express their 
ideas more fluently German conversation. Fifteen written 
conversations, the main part the text, deal with challenging 
political and social problems that call for expression 
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Motion Pictures and Science. 
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far the greatest advantage the Minimum Standard Ger- 
man Vocabulary Dictionary the fact that has been accepted 
the American Association Teachers German. This should mean 
much every teacher German, whether member that organi- 
zation not. Here, last, all will give whole-hearted co-operation, 
opportunity take great step forward. 


“Furthermore, the Minimum Standard German Vocabulary Diction- 
ary recommends itself its own merits. the product many 
years patient toil and effort the part capable and experi- 
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GERMAN Third Edition 


Curts, Wesleyan University 
Features the New include: 

New drill exercises and review questions; new introductions the 
definitions English grammatical terms; grammatical 
statements added clarity. 

Illustrative German paragraphs are lively, interesting narrative 
considerable variety, with some humorous elements. 

The early introduction verb conjugations enables the student 
read simple German texts after the first few lessons. 
Alphabetical listing vocabulary and idioms each chapter. 
Limited vocabulary allows concentration the principles 


grammar. 


DEUTSCHE KULTUREPOCHEN 


ARNO SCHIROKAUER, Johns Hopkins 
GEORGE NORDMEYER, Yale University; and 
MURRAY PEPPARD, College 

ideal reader for intermediate and advanced German courses, 
this book contains twelve essays covering fields that are non- 
fictional: music, psychology, medicine, literature, philosophy, 
science. 

Presents German cultural history for the past twelve centuries 
the light its significance for the world today. 

Teaching aids include: 

visible vocabulary that can placed beside each reading 
extensive notes English that clarify points history, 
place names, etc.; wide choice carefully prepared exercise 


material. 
283 pages 8%” 
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E-HALL, FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


Wie sehen 


GRADED READINGS MODERN LITERATURE 


Wie sie sehen eclectic taste and subject matter—Professors 
Davis, Gardner, McClain, Mileck and Zohn (under the overall direction 
Professor McClain) conceived and prepared the text while teaching 
together the second-year course for which was designed Harvard 


University. 


The first section the text offers fairly simple pieces vignettes 
Peter Altenberg, turns poignant, whimsical, and humorous; 
Nachts schlafen die Ratten doch, little snapshot words war-torn 
Germany; Manfred Das patentierte Krokodil, delightful satiric 
tale; psychological story the magician and henpecked 
husband, Der Herr aus dem Publikum; and last, comes 
Schaefer’s fine picture words, Die Frau von Stein. 


still the relatively easy category presents 
Hermann Hesse’s Die Marmorsäge, romantic love story written 
simple, yet highly poetic language. Three” comprises three 
the famous Legenden Keller; Die Jungfrau und die Nonne, Die Jung- 
frau und der Teufel, and Die Jungfrau als Ritter. 


Achim von romantic tale Der tolle novelle which 
powerfully yet delicately presents postwar problem human relation- 
ships. The Fifth and final section the readings comprises Die 
Augen des ewigen Bruders, which many critics acclaim the 
finest short narrative work. 


The exercises, which accompany each section, aim fix the 
student’s mind the basic vocabulary the readings. complete end- 
vocabulary, starring all items from the Purin list, provided. 
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